arXiv:0906.2353v3 [hep-th] 26 Oct 2009

No-hair theorems for black holes in the Abelian Higgs model

Juan Fernández-Gracia, Bartomeu Fiol.

Departament de Física Fonamental i Institut de Ciències del Cosmos, Universitat de Barcelona, Martí i Franquès 1, 08193 Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain

jfernagr8@alumnes.ub.edu, bfiol@ub.edu

Abstract

Motivated by the study of holographic superconductors, we generalize no-hair theorems for minimally coupled scalar fields charged under an Abelian gauge field, in arbitrary dimensions and with arbitrary horizon topology. We first present a straightforward generalization of no-hair theorems for neutral scalar hair. We then consider the existence of extremal black holes with scalar hair, and in the case of horizons with zero or positive curvature, provide a bound on the mass and charge of the scalar field that are necessary for the scalar hair to develop.

1 Introduction and conclusions

The gravity/gauge duality has established itself as a new paradigm to study quantum field theories in strongly interacting regimes. In the original examples of the duality, one has a good understanding of the theories on the two sides of the duality, and the approximations made are under control. However, none of these examples seems to be realized in Nature. One of the realms of physical phenomena where strongly coupled field theories ofter appear is that of condensed matter, and there has been plenty of work (some of it reviewed in [1, 2]) trying to apply holographic ideas to condensed matter systems. These works deal with gravity backgrounds that do not necessarily correspond to limits of known M/string theory solutions, and its purpose is to present universal features that don’t depend on details of a microscopic formulation of the holographic duality. Nevertheless, in more recent work some of these models have been embedded in string/M-theory [3] which makes possible a microscopic formulation of the holographic duality.

Among the possible applications of holographic techniques to condensed matter systems, quantum criticality has emerged as a potentially fruitful arena [4]. It refers to systems that in some region of the phase diagram have dynamics determined by the proximity of a quantum phase transition. The paucity of analytical tools to study these regions in phase space has raised the hope that gravity/gauge duality might provide instructive toy models, and more optimistically, perhaps even a precise dual for some real world system exhibiting quantum criticality.

Along these lines, there has been work trying to model the T ≠ 0 quantum critical regime, by mapping it to an AdS background with a Reissner-Nordström black brane [5]. There has been also work trying to model thermal (i.e. T ≠ 0) phase transitions involving the quantum critical regime, by mapping them to the appearance of scalar [6, 7, 8] or vector [9] hair in the dual black brane background. However, there has been much less work trying to use the gravity/gauge duality to model the quantum (T = 0) phase transition itself (see however [10]). This is one of our main motivations to explore the existence of possible extremal (i.e. T = 0) solutions to the gravity systems considered in the literature.

The kind of systems considered in these works consist of General Relativity with negative cosmological constant coupled to either a non-Abelian gauge field, or to an Abelian gauge field and a minimally coupled charged scalar with an arbitrary potential. In the last case, the resulting system of equations appears to be unsolvable in general, so much of the insight into it comes from numerical analysis [6, 7, 8]. Numerical analysis is performed for particular choices of parameters (e.g. the charge of the scalar field) or models (e.g. specific choice of the scalar potential), and in some cases it is not conclusive, as in some limits the numerical behavior of the potential solutions is unstable. For these reasons, it is useful to complement these numerical analysis with analytic arguments. While finding analytic regular solutions is hard (see however [11] for analytic solutions with hyperbolic horizons), it is possible to present arguments about non-existence of these solutions in certain cases. These no-hair theorems [12, 13, 14] provide then constraints on the phase diagram of the putative dual theory. Most no-hair theorems in the literature apply to spherical horizons, but as we will see, they generalize immediately to flat horizons.

The main result of the present work is the proof of a couple of no-hair theorem for black holes in the Abelian Higgs model, in arbitrary dimension and for arbitrary horizon topology. These theorems help to elucidate the space of solutions of these models of holographic superconductivity as one varies the parameters of the model.

In section 2 we introduce the theory we will considering, General Relativity (in d ≥ 4 dimensions) with cosmological constant coupled to an Abelian gauge field, a minimally coupled charged scalar field and an arbitrary scalar potential. We show that a particular combination of Maxwell and Einstein equations can be integrated, and the resulting relation is particularly simple for flat horizons, and for arbitrary horizons in four dimensions. Since we are interested in discussing properties of possible solutions near the horizon, we present our ansatz in coordinates manifestly adapted to the horizon, i.e. null Gaussian coordinates [15], which render the discussion of regularity of the different fields quite transparent. Null Gaussian coordinates have become particularly useful in discussing extremal black holes and their possible near horizon geometries in a wide variety of contexts [16].

In section 3 we generalize known no-hair theorems for neutral condensates to the case of flat horizons (black-branes). For flat horizons and the simplest potential V (ψ) = m^2ψ^2, the theorem that we present here covers most of the mass range where no hairy black branes are expected. There is, however, a range of masses for which no hairy black branes are expected [8], but we don’t have an analytic argument ruling them out.

In section 4, we then turn to extremal (T = 0) hairy black holes. We first find the possible near-horizon geometries compatible with our ansatz. We then show that in asymptotically Anti de Sitter spaces, the near horizon solution of flat or spherical horizons must have an AdS_2 factor in the metric, and it has vanishing scalar field. This result in turn implies that the effective mass of the scalar [6] at the horizon is bounded from below, m^2_{eff} (r_+) > 4|Λ|

In particular, this rules out the existence of hairy extremal black branes with m^2 < 0 scalar hair. As a consequence, the endpoint of the instability discovered in [8] is not an extremal hairy black brane.

It is plausible that the bounds presented here can be improved by more elaborated arguments. It would also be interesting to obtain analytic results delimiting the boundaries of existence/non-existence of hairy non-extremal black branes for the case of charged scalars.

Note added: Since the appearance of the first version of this work, there have been a couple of papers [17, 18] studying the T = 0 limit of holographic superconductors. As these papers focus on solutions without finite area horizon, there is no direct overlap with the present work.

2 The model and the ansatz

We consider General Relativity in d ≥ 4 dimensions with an arbitrary cosmological constant, plus a U(1) gauge field and a minimally coupled charged scalar field with arbitrary scalar potential. L = √ −g ( R − 2Λ − 1 4 F^{μν} F_{μν} − g^{μν} (∂_μψ − iqA_μψ)(∂_ν ψ^∗ + iqA_ν ψ^∗) − V (|ψ|) ) (2.1) We require that V (|ψ|) is such that V (0) = 0. In the AdS/condensed matter literature, the following type of ansatz is ususally considered

ds^2 = −f(r)dt^2 + g^{−1}(r)dr^2 + r^2h_{ij} (x)dx^idx^j i, j = 1, . . . , d − 2 A_μ(r)dx^μ = ϕ(r)dt ψ = ψ(r) (2.2)

where h_{ij} is the metric of a d − 2 Einstein manifold Σ [19], R_{ij} (h) = (d − 3)kh_{ij}(r) with k = 1, 0, −1. Solutions with k = 0, −1 are known to have horizons only for Λ < 0; the most relevant case for holographic applications to condensed matter is k = 0, Λ < 0.

An example of solutions are the RN-AdS black holes [20]^1,

f = g = r^2 L^2 + k − A r^{d−3} + B r^{2(d−3)} (2.3) ϕ(r) = ϕ_∞ − ρ r^{d−3} B = 1 2 d − 3 d − 2 ρ^2

where we introduced the AdS radius L^2 = −(d − 2)(d − 1)/2Λ. For solutions with non-trivial ψ it will be no longer true that f = g. Let us define e^χ = g/f, which keeps track of the hairiness of the solution. Its equation of motion is given by a linear combination of Einstein equations, d − 2 2 χ^′ + rψ^{′2} + rq^2ϕ^2ψ^2e^χ g^2 = 0 We presented the ansatz with a choice of coordinates that, while conventional, is not the most convenient one to discuss no-hair theorems, especially in the case of extremal black holes. The reason is that a key ingredient in some no-hair theorems is the requirement of regularity of curvature invariants at the horizon, which in turns dictates the allowed behavior of various combinations of metric components and matter fields [13]. These

1These are still solutions for Λ ≥ 0, but unless k = 1, they don’t correspond to black holes.

conditions are more transparent if from the onset we switch to coordinates in which the metric is regular at the horizon, e.g. null Gaussian coordinates [15]. In the case at hand, we apply the following change of coordinates dv = dt + dr (fg)^{1/2} dr̃ = ( f g )_{1/2} dr (2.4)

In these new coordinates the ansatz for the metric reads ds^2 = −f(r̃)dv^2 + 2dvdr̃ + h(r̃)h_{ij} (x)dx^idx^j where h(r̃) = r^2. Einstein equations take the form d − 2 4 f^′h^′ h + d − 2 2 fh^{′′} h + (d − 5)(d − 2) 8 fh^{′2} h^2 − (d − 3)(d − 2)k 2h +Λ = − 1 4 ϕ^{′2}− V 2 − q^2ϕ^2ψ^2 2f − 1 2 fψ^{′2}

− d − 2 2 h^{′′} h + d − 2 4 ( h^′ h )_2 = q^2ϕ^2ψ^2 f^2

+ ψ^{′2} d − 3 2 f^′h^′ + fh^{′′} h + f^{′′} 2 + (d − 3)(d − 6) 8 fh^{′2} h^2 − (d − 3)(d − 4) 2h k+Λ = 1 4 ϕ^{′2}− V 2 + q^2ϕ^2ψ^2 2f − 1 2 fψ^{′2} where the prime stands for r̃-derivative. Maxwell equation in the new coordinates is ϕ^{′′} + d − 2 2 h^′ h ϕ^′ =

2q^2ϕψ^2 f while the equation of motion for the scalar field reads fψ^{′′} + ( f^′ + d − 2 2 h^′ h f ) ψ^′ + q^2ϕ^2ψ f = 1 2 dV dψ In the equations above we have already made use that Maxwell equations require the phase of the scalar field to be constant, and we take it to be real.

An important feature of this system of equations is that it admits a first integral. By taking a linear combination of the ij minus the vr̃ components of Einstein equations, we arrive at an equation that does not depend on the scalar potential V (ψ). If we further plug Maxwell equation in the resulting expression, we arrive at an equation that does not contain the scalar field, ( f^′ − h^′ h f − ϕϕ^′ )_′ + d − 2 2 h^′ h ( f^′ − h^′ h f − ϕϕ^′ ) + d − 3 h k = 0

This equation can be easily integrated in two particular cases. First, when k = 0, it integrates to ( f^′ − h^′ h f − ϕϕ^′ ) h^{d−22} = c (2.5) while for d = 4 it integrates to ( f^′ − h^′ h f − ϕϕ^′ ) h + kr̃ = c For black hole solutions, the physical meaning of the constant c will be elucidated after we discuss possible horizons.

2.1 Horizons

If the solution has f(r_+) = 0 for some r = r_+, there is a horizon. The change of coordinates (2.4) defining r̃ determines it up to an integration constant. For solutions with horizons, we fix this integration constant by demanding that r̃ = 0 at the outer horizon. The horizon temperature is T = 1 4π f^′|_{r̃=0}

We will restrict ourselves to solutions with non-zero area at the horizon; recalling that h(r̃) = r^2, this means that h(0) ≠ 0. Furthermore, as argued for instance in [2], we require that |A_μ|^2 = ϕ^2/f is finite at the horizon. It then follows that ϕ itself vanishes at the horizon. On the other hand, the manifest regularity of the metric at the horizon implies that the components of the stress energy tensor that appear in Einstein equations, and linear combinations thereof, are bounded at the horizon. In particular ϕ^′ must be regular at the horizon. Combining these last two facts, we conclude that ϕϕ^′ vanishes at the horizon. A particular implication of this result is that the constant c appearing in (2.5) is proportional to the temperature of the horizon, so for extremal solutions, c = 0.^2

3 A no-hair theorem for neutral scalars

Before we address the possibility of extremal hairy black-branes, we present a no-hair theorem for another particular case, that of neutral (q = 0) scalar hair. Since the argument relies on global properties of the putative solutions, and not just behavior near the horizon, it turns out that the coordinates in which we presented the ansatz (2.2) are better suited for this discussion.

In the context of holographic superconductors, it has been argued [8] that at low enough T , for certain range of masses of the scalar field, a Reissner-Nordström black

2This equation, for d = 4 and k = 0 was derived independently in [21], where it was also noted that c = 0 corresponds to extremal solutions.

brane develops an instability due to a neutral scalar field, and numerical evidence was presented (for a particular value of the mass of the scalar) of the existence of black branes with neutral scalar hair. In this section we present a straightforward generalization of known no-hair theorems for neutral scalars [22] to arbitrary horizon topology and dimension.

If we set q = 0, the Maxwell equation can be readily integrated, yielding

ϕ^′e^{χ/2} = (d − 3)ρ r^{d−2} (3.1)

where we used the asymptotic behavior to fix an integration constant. We see that ϕ^′ has a definite sign (the sign of ρ). Since ϕ(r_+) = 0 and ϕ^′ has definite sign, it follows that ϕ has the same definite sign outside the horizon, i.e. ϕϕ^′ > 0. Bringing this result into equation (2.5) we conclude that in the case k = 0, f^′ > 0 outside the horizon.

We will now show that for Λ < 0, if V (ψ)|_{r=r+} ≥ 0 it is not possible to have neutral hair. First we present an extremely simple argument valid for flat horizons, k = 0, and then we give a general argument valid for any k. The argument will be based on the conservation of the stress-energy tensor, which in the original coordinates takes the form

0 = ∂_rT^r_r + f^′ 2f ( T^r_r − T^t_t ) + d − 2 r ( T^r_r − T^i_i )

and the observation that if the scalar field is neutral, the stress -energy tensor of the scalar and vector fields are separately conserved. Consider the stress-energy tensor of the scalar field, T^r_r (ψ) = gψ^{′2} 2 − V 2 at the horizon we have T^r_r (ψ)|_{r=r+} = − V 2 ≤ 0 Furthermore ∂_rT^r_r (ψ) = − ( f^′ 2f + d − 2 r ) gψ^{′2} < 0 since we argued above that f^′ > 0 outside the horizon. But these results are incompatible with the fact that near infinity

T^r_r (ψ) ∼ λ(d − 1) 2L^2 ψ^2_0 r^{2λ} → 0^+

This concludes the argument that it is not possible to have neutral hair if V (ψ)_{r=r+} ≥ 0. For the simple potential V = m^2ψ^2 this implies that there are no hairy solutions for m^2 ≥ 0. The argument (and numerical evidence for m^2L^2 = −2) in [8] suggests that in 4d there are hairy solutions for m^2L^2 < −3/2. It would be interesting to extend the no-hair theorem presented here to the range −3/2 ≤ m^2L^2 < 0.

For generic scalar potentials things can be more complicated. For instance, the analytic solution found recently in [23] evades the theorem because V (ψ)|_{r=r+} < 0. This is possible even for m^2 > 0, because terms in V (ψ) with higher powers of ψ become important near the horizon.

It is not much harder to extend the proof for arbitrary k. It is possible to present a proof using T^r_r (ψ), but it is perhaps cleaner to use e^{−χ/2}T^r_r (ψ) as in [24]. One has e^{χ/2} ( e^{−χ/2}T^r_r (ψ) )_′ = − [ − 1 4 e^χϕ^{′2} − Λ + (d − 2)(d − 3)k 2r^2 + (d − 2)(d − 1)g 2r^2 ] r d − 2 ψ^{′2} From the rr Einstein equation at the horizon, it follows that − 1 4 e^{χ+} ϕ^{′2}_+ − Λ + (d − 2)(d − 3)k 2r^2_+

+ T^r_r (ψ_+) ≥ 0

Using this result and equation (3.1), it is immediate that for k = 0, −1, e^{χ/2} ( e^{−χ/2}T^r_r (ψ) )_′ ≤ [ T^r_r (ψ_+) − (d − 2)(d − 1)g 2r^2 ] r d − 2 ψ^{′2} while for k = 1 e^{χ/2} ( e^{−χ/2}T^r_r (ψ) )_′ ≤ [ max (T^r_r (ψ_+), Λ) − (d − 2)(d − 1)g 2r^2 ] r d − 2 ψ^{′2} (in fact, this last formula applies always, since for k = 0, −1 it reduces to the previous one). In all cases, with Λ ≤ 0, we see that if T^r_r (ψ)|_{r=r+} ≤ 0 it follows that ( e^{−χ/2}T^r_r (ψ) )_′ < 0 but then it is impossible that T^r_r (ψ) → 0 at infinity, so there is no such hairy solution. To recapitulate, we have proven the following

Theorem: If Λ < 0, V (ψ) ≥ 0 and q = 0, the ansatz (2.2) does not have regular black hole solutions with non-zero area.

4 A no-hair theorem for extremal black branes

In this section we consider the possible existence of extremal (i.e. T = 0) black hole solutions for the Abelian Higgs model, within our ansatz. We first study possible near horizon geometries, finding that they can be of the form AdS_2 × Σ or R^{1,1} × Σ, where Σ is the d − 2 Riemannian Einstein manifold that we introduced in our ansatz. We then go on to consider possible full solutions, and argue that none of them has R^{1,1} × Σ as its near horizon.

We then focus on the k = 0, 1 cases, for which we argue that the scalar field ψ(r̃) vanishes in the near horizon geometry. Finally, for these cases, we derive a bound on the effective mass of the scalar field at the horizon. We conclude that for scalar fields with (m, q) not satisfying this bound, regular extremal black holes with scalar hair are not possible.

4.1 Near horizon geometry

An important observation about solutions with extremal horizons is that they imply the existence of another solution to the system of equations: the near horizon geometry [15]. This new solution is obtained by taking the scaling limit r̃ → r̃ϵ v → v ϵ ϵ → 0 Now let’s assume that we have a solution with an extremal horizon, and consider its near horizon geometry. Define f(r̃) = r̃^2F (r̃). Since f(r̃) ≥ 0 at or outside the outer horizon, F (r̃) ≥ 0. The near horizon metric is

ds^2_{NH} = −r̃^2F (0)dv^2 + 2dvdr̃ + h(0)h_{ij} dx^idx^j

Recall that F (0) ≥ 0, h(0) > 0. The near horizon geometries are of the form AdS_2 × Σ for F (0) > 0 and R^{1,1} × Σ, for F (0) = 0. As for the matter fields, since the Maxwell field strength is an antisymmetric 2-form, in the scaling limit it is reduced to a constant electric field. Finally, the scalar field, being a 0-form, is constant in the near horizon geometry. This can be also deduced from the equation of motion, since the near horizon geometry plus matter fields must solve them. To start with, the near horizon geometry must be a solution of Einstein equations. This implies − (d − 3)(d − 2)k 2h(0)

+ Λ = − 1 4 ϕ^{′2} − V 2 − q^2ϕ^2ψ^2 2r̃^2F (0) − 1 2 r̃^2F (0)ψ^{′2}

0 = q^2ϕ^2ψ^2 r̃^4F (0)^2

+ ψ^{′2}

F (0) − (d − 3)(d − 4)k 2h(0)

+ Λ = 1 4 ϕ^{′2} − V 2 + q^2ϕ^2ψ^2 2r̃^2F (0) − 1 2 r̃^2F (0)ψ^{′2}

Looking at the second equation, the vanishing of G_{r̃r̃}(r̃) in the near horizon geometry has powerful implications, since it is equal to the sum of positive quantities, so each of them has to vanish separately. It follows that for any value of d, k, the scalar field ψ is constant in the near horizon geometry, and from its equation of motion in the near horizon geometry, its value must be an extremum of the potential V (ψ). Also qϕψ vanishes everywhere in the near horizon geometry. For charged scalars, that means that either ψ(r̃) or ϕ(r̃) vanish everywhere in the near horizon geometry. Maxwell equation in the near horizon geometry does not add any new information.

We have then learned that both ϕ^′(r̃) and ψ(r̃) are constant in the near horizon geometry, 1 2 ϕ^′(r̃)^2 = F (0) + (d − 3)k h(0)

(4.1)

V (ψ(r̃)) = −F (0) +

(d − 3)^2 h(0) k − 2Λ and at least ϕ or ψ vanish everywhere for this solution. Let’s discuss these cases in turns.

Consider first the case ϕ = 0. If F (0) > 0, then k = −1. The only extremal black hole that we are aware having this near horizon geometry is actually a vacuum solution, obtained by setting A = −^2_{d−1} (_{d−3} d−1 L^2 )_{(d−3)/2} , B = 0 in (2.3). We are not aware of any non-vacuum extremal solution in the literature whose near horizon is given by this geometry: the family of black holes with scalar hair of [11] admits a solution with an extremal horizon, but in that case there is a curvature singularity at the horizon. Still in the ϕ = 0 case, if F (0) = 0, then k = 0, and V (ψ) = −2Λ. For Λ < 0, recalling that in the near horizon geometry ψ(r̃) takes a constant value given by an extremum of the potential, we can immediately rule out the appearance of this near horizon geometry for some simple potentials. For instance, if V (ψ) = m^2ψ^2, V vanishes at its only extremum, so this choice of potential doesn’t allow for extremal black branes with this near horizon. Also, if V (ψ) = m^2ψ^2 + λψ^4, the potential doesn’t have an strictly positive extremum for m^2 < 0, so again with this choice of potential there are no black branes with this near horizon geometry.

On the other hand, if ϕ is not identically zero in the NH geometry, it follows that ψ = 0. It is easy to see that for Λ < 0, it must be now that F (0) > 0, since if F (0) = 0, then k = 1 and Λ > 0. One can easily check that the resulting solutions are the near horizon geometries of the extremal Reissner-Nordström solutions (2.3).

4.2 A global result

In the classification of possible near horizon geometries we found that they were of the form AdS_2 × Σ or R^{1,1} × Σ, when F (0) > 0 or F (0) = 0 respectively. We would like to argue now that only the first case can appear as the near horizon geometry of a full extremal black hole solution. Assume that F (0) = 0. This can only happen when ϕ = k = 0 in the near horizon geometry, so V (ψ) = −2Λ and in particular ψ ≠ 0 in the near horizon geometry. Now recall the first integral (2.5) for the k = 0 case. For extremal solutions c = 0, and the expression is rather simple f^′ − h^′ h f = ϕϕ^′ Using that h(r̃) is regular and non-zero at the horizon, we learn that in this case

ϕ^2 f → 2 at the horizon. Requiring now that T_{r̃r̃} is finite at the horizon, we deduce from this last result that ψ vanishes at the horizon, in contradiction with V (ψ) = −2Λ. We then conclude that all extremal black holes of the Abelian Higgs model have near horizon geometries of the form AdS_2 × Σ.

We are now ready to present the main result of this section. We have already seen that all extremal black holes within our ansatz present a near horizon of the form AdS_2 × Σ. For k = 0, 1 this near horizon geometry supports a non-vanishing constant electric field while the scalar field vanishes. For k = −1 we haven’t ruled out the possibility of a non-vanishing value for the scalar fied in the near horizon, which would complicate the analysis. Therefore, in what follows we focus on the k = 0, 1 cases.

When k = 0, 1 we just saw that the scalar field vanishes in the near horizon geometry. This implies that in a potential full solution, the scalar field must vanish at the horizon. More than that, since

ϕ^2 2f → 1 + (d − 3)k F (0)h(0)

tends to a finite non-zero value, finiteness of T_{r̃r̃} at the horizon requires then that ψ(r̃) vanishes at least linearly at the horizon. Let’s now consider the equation of motion for the scalar field in the full geometry. Every other field appearing in this equation has its leading behavior near the horizon fixed by the near horizon geometry,

f(r̃) = r̃^2F (0) + . . . , ϕ(r̃) = ϕ^′(0)r̃ + . . . , h(r̃) = h(0) + . . .

Therefore, in a perturbative expansion near the horizon, the leading behavior of the scalar field ψ(r̃) is given by solving its equation of motion in the near horizon geometry. When we do so, we find two solutions, only one of them with a chance of vanishing at the horizon ψ(r̃) = ψ_+r̃^{α+} + ψ_−r̃^{α−} , α_± = −1 ± √ 1 +^{4m2ef f}_{F (0)} 2 We argued that regularity of T_{r̃r̃} demands that ψ(r̃) in the full solution vanishes at least linearly in r̃ near the horizon. Imposing this requirement on the solution with α_+, yields the necessary condition

m^2_{eff} (r_+) = m^2 − 2q^2 ( 1 + (d − 3)k F (0)h(0) ) ≥ 2F (0) =

2(d − 3)^2 h(0) k − 4Λ or more succintly m^2_{eff} (r_+) ≥ 4|Λ|

We have proven the following:

Theorem: If Λ < 0 and m^2 − 2q^2 < 4|Λ|, the ansatz (2.2) does not contain k = 0, 1 regular extremal black hole solutions with non-zero area and non-trivial scalar hair.

This bound rules out the existence of hairy extremal black branes with m^2 ≤ 0. In [8] it was found that an extremal RN black brane coupled to a scalar field with mass square below the AdS_2 BF bound develops an instability (see also [25]); no claims were made about the endpoint of the instability. Our result implies that the endpoint of that instability is not a hairy extremal black hole.

Although the bound presented here rules out the existence of regular extremal black holes in the case of interest for holographic superconductors, it leaves open the possibility of solutions above this bound. It would be interesting to completely rule out their existence or alternatively, to find them explicitely.

5 Acknowledgements

We would like to thank Roberto Emparan, Sean Hartnoll, Chris Herzog and Gary Horowitz for discussions and comments on the draft. We are especially grateful to Sean Hartnoll for sharing unpublished notes on [8]. We would also like to thank the anonymous referee who suggested using null Gaussian coordinates to tighten the analysis of no-hair theorems. The research of J. F.-G. was supported by a Spanish MEPSYD fellowship for undergraduate students. The research of B.F is supported by a Ramón y Cajal fellowship, by grants FPA2007-66665C02-02 and DURSI 2005-SGR-00082, and by the CPAN CSD2007-00042 project of the Consolider-Ingenio 2010 program.

References

[1] S. A. Hartnoll, “Lectures on holographic methods for condensed matter physics,” arXiv:0903.3246 [hep-th].

[2] C. P. Herzog, “Lectures on Holographic Superfluidity and Superconductivity,” arXiv:0904.1975 [hep-th].

[3] S. S. Gubser, C. P. Herzog, S. S. Pufu and T. Tesileanu, “Superconductors from Superstrings,” arXiv:0907.3510 [hep-th]. J. P. Gauntlett, J. Sonner and T. Wiseman, “Holographic superconductivity in M-Theory,” arXiv:0907.3796 [hep-th]. S. S. Gubser, S. S. Pufu and F. D. Rocha, “Quantum critical superconductors in string theory and M-theory,” arXiv:0908.0011 [hep-th].

[4] S. Sachdev and M. Mueller, “Quantum criticality and black holes,” arXiv:0810.3005 [cond-mat.str-el].

[5] S. A. Hartnoll, P. K. Kovtun, M. Muller and S. Sachdev, “Theory of the Nernst effect near quantum phase transitions in condensed matter, and in dyonic black holes,” Phys. Rev. B 76, 144502 (2007) [arXiv:0706.3215 [cond-mat.str-el]].

[6] S. S. Gubser, “Breaking an Abelian gauge symmetry near a black hole horizon,” Phys. Rev. D 78, 065034 (2008) [arXiv:0801.2977 [hep-th]].

[7] S. A. Hartnoll, C. P. Herzog and G. T. Horowitz, “Building a Holographic Superconductor,” Phys. Rev. Lett. 101, 031601 (2008) [arXiv:0803.3295 [hep-th]].

[8] S. A. Hartnoll, C. P. Herzog and G. T. Horowitz, “Holographic Superconductors,” arXiv:0810.1563 [hep-th].

[9] S. S. Gubser, “Colorful horizons with charge in anti-de Sitter space,” Phys.

Rev. Lett. 101, 191601 (2008) [arXiv:0803.3483 [hep-th]]. S. S. Gubser and S. S. Pufu, “The gravity dual of a p-wave superconductor,” JHEP 0811, 033 (2008) [arXiv:0805.2960 [hep-th]]. P. Basu, A. Mukherjee and H. H. Shieh, “Supercurrent: Vector Hair for an AdS Black Hole,” arXiv:0809.4494 [hep-th].

[10] S. S. Gubser and F. D. Rocha, “The gravity dual to a quantum critical point with spontaneous symmetry breaking,” Phys. Rev. Lett. 102, 061601 (2009) [arXiv:0807.1737 [hep-th]]. S. S. Gubser and A. Nellore, “Low-temperature behavior of the Abelian Higgs model in anti-de Sitter space,” JHEP 0904, 008 (2009) [arXiv:0810.4554 [hep-th]].

[11] C. Martinez, R. Troncoso and J. Zanelli, “Exact black hole solution with a minimally coupled scalar field,” Phys. Rev. D 70, 084035 (2004) [arXiv:hep-th/0406111]. C. Martinez and R. Troncoso, “Electrically charged black hole with scalar hair,” Phys. Rev. D 74, 064007 (2006) [arXiv:hep-th/0606130]. G. Koutsoumbas, E. Papantonopoulos and G. Siopsis, “Exact Gravity Dual of a Gapless Superconductor,” arXiv:0902.0733 [hep-th].

[12] J. D. Bekenstein, “Black hole hair: Twenty-five years after,” arXiv:gr-qc/9605059.

[13] A. E. Mayo and J. D. Bekenstein, “No hair for spherical black holes: charged and nonminimally coupled scalar field with self–interaction,” Phys. Rev. D 54, 5059 (1996) [arXiv:gr-qc/9602057].

[14] E. Ayon-Beato, “*No-hair* theorem for spontaneously broken Abelian models in static black holes,” Phys. Rev. D 62, 104004 (2000) [arXiv:gr-qc/9611069].

[15] H. S. Reall, “Higher dimensional black holes and supersymmetry,” Phys. Rev. D 68, 024024 (2003) [Erratum-ibid. D 70, 089902 (2004)] [arXiv:hep-th/0211290].

[16] H. K. Kunduri, J. Lucietti and H. S. Reall, “Near-horizon symmetries of extremal black holes,” Class. Quant. Grav. 24, 4169 (2007) [arXiv:0705.4214 [hepth]]. P. Figueras, H. K. Kunduri, J. Lucietti and M. Rangamani, “Extremal vacuum black holes in higher dimensions,” Phys. Rev. D 78, 044042 (2008) [arXiv:0803.2998 [hep-th]]. H. K. Kunduri and J. Lucietti, “A classification of near-horizon geometries of extremal vacuum black holes,” J. Math. Phys. 50, 082502 (2009) [arXiv:0806.2051 [hep-th]].

[17] S. S. Gubser and A. Nellore, “Ground states of holographic superconductors,” arXiv:0908.1972 [hep-th].

[18] G. T. Horowitz and M. M. Roberts, “Zero Temperature Limit of Holographic Superconductors,” arXiv:0908.3677 [hep-th].

[19] D. R. Brill, J. Louko and P. Peldan, “Thermodynamics of (3+1)-dimensional black holes with toroidal or higher genus horizons,” Phys. Rev. D 56, 3600 (1997) [arXiv:gr-qc/9705012]. D. Birmingham, “Topological black holes in anti-de Sitter space,” Class. Quant. Grav. 16, 1197 (1999) [arXiv:hep-th/9808032].

[20] A. Chamblin, R. Emparan, C. V. Johnson and R. C. Myers, “Charged AdS black holes and catastrophic holography,” Phys. Rev. D 60, 064018 (1999) [arXiv:hep-th/9902170].

[21] S. S. Gubser, “Time warps,” arXiv:0812.5107 [hep-th].

[22] J. D. Bekenstein, “Novel ’no scalar hair’ theorem for black holes,” Phys. Rev. D 51, 6608 (1995).

[23] D. f. Zeng, “An Exact Hairy Black Hole Solution for AdS/CFT Superconductors,” arXiv:0903.2620 [hep-th].

[24] D. Sudarsky and J. A. Gonzalez, “On black hole scalar hair in asymptotically antide Sitter spacetimes,” Phys. Rev. D 67, 024038 (2003) [arXiv:gr-qc/0207069].

[25] F. Denef and S. A. Hartnoll, “Landscape of superconducting membranes,” arXiv:0901.1160 [hep-th].