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The Strong CP Problem and its solution through the existence of an axion are briefly
reviewed. The combined constraints from accelerator searches, stellar evolution and cos-
mology imply that the axion mass lies in the window 3 · 10−3 > ma >∼ 10−6 eV, with the
lower bound being however much softer than the upper bound. If ma is near the lower
bound, axions are an important component of cold dark matter. I report briefly on the
status of the ADMX dark matter search.

1 Introduction

The Standard Model of elementary particles present us with a puzzle. Indeed its action density
includes, in general, a term [1]

Lstand mod = ... +
θg2

32π2
Ga

µνG̃aµν (1)

where Ga
µν are the QCD field strengths, g is the QCD coupling constant and θ is a parameter.

One can show that QCD physics does depend on the value of θ and that this dependence enters
only through the combination θ̄ ≡ θ − arg detmq where mq is the quark mass matrix. If θ̄ 6= 0
the strong interactions violate P and CP. Such P and CP violation is incompatible with the
experimental upper bound on the neutron electic dipole moment [2] unless |θ̄| < 10−10. The
Standard Model does not provide a rationale for θ̄ to be small. Indeed P and CP violation
are introduced by letting the elements of the quark mass matrix mq be arbitrary complex
numbers [3]. In that case, θ̄ is of order one. The puzzle why θ̄ is so small in reality is usually
referred to as the “strong CP problem”.

The puzzle is removed if the action density is instead

Lstand mod + axion = ... +
1
2
∂µa∂µa +

g2

32π2

a(x)
fa

Ga
µνG̃aµν (2)

where a(x) is a new scalar field, and the dots represent the other terms of the standard model. fa

is a constant with dimension of energy. In the theory defined by Eq. (2), θ̄ = a(x)
fa

− det argmq

depends on the expectation value of a(x). This field settles to a value that minimizes the
effective potential. The strong CP problem is solved because the minimum of the QCD effective
potential V (θ̄) occurs at θ̄ = 0 [4]. The aG · G̃ interaction in Eq. (2) is not renormalizable.
However, there is a recipe for constructing renormalizable theories whose low energy effective
action density is of the form of Eq. (2): construct the theory in such a way that it has a U(1)
symmetry which is a global symmetry of the classical action density, is broken by the color
anomaly, and is spontaneously broken. Such a symmetry is called Peccei-Quinn symmetry
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after its inventors [5]. Weinberg and Wilczek [6] pointed out that a theory with a UPQ(1)
symmetry has a light pseudo-scalar particle, called the axion. The axion field is a(x). fa is of
order the expectation value that breaks UPQ(1), and is called the “axion decay constant”.

The axion mass is given in terms of fa by

ma ≃ 6 eV
106 GeV

fa
. (3)

All axion couplings are inversely proportional to fa. The axion coupling to two photons is:

Laγγ = −gγ
α

π

a(x)
fa

~E · ~B , (4)

where ~E and ~B are the electric and magnetic fields, α is the fine structure constant, and gγ is a
model-dependent coefficient of order one. gγ = 0.36 in the DFSZ model [7] whereas gγ = −0.97
in the KSVZ model [8]. The axion has been searched for in many places, but has not been
found [9]. Axion masses larger than about 50 keV are ruled out by particle physics experiments
(beam dumps and rare decays) and nuclear physics experiments. The next range of axion
masses, in decreasing order, is ruled out by stellar evolution arguments. The longevity of red
giants rules out 200 keV > ma > 0.5 eV [10, 11] in case the axion has negligible coupling to the
electron (such an axion is usually called ‘hadronic’), and 200 keV > ma > 10−2 eV [12] in case
the axion has a large coupling to electrons. The duration of the neutrino pulse from supernova
1987a rules out 2 eV > ma > 3 · 10−3 eV [13]. Finally, there is a lower limit, ma >∼ 10−6

eV, from cosmology which will be discussed in the next section. This leaves open an “axion
window”: 3 · 10−3 > ma >∼ 10−6 eV. Note however that the lower edge of this window (10−6

eV) is much softer than its upper edge.

2 Axion cosmology

The implications of the existence of an axion for the history of the early universe may be briefly
described as follows. At a temperature of order fa, a phase transition occurs in which the
UPQ(1) symmetry becomes spontaneously broken. This is called the PQ phase transition. At
these temperatures, the non-perturbative QCD effects which produce the effective potential
V (θ) are negligible, the axion is massless and all values of 〈a(x)〉 are equally likely. Axion
strings appear as topological defects. One must distinguish two scenarios, depending on wether
inflation occurs with reheat temperature lower (case 1) or higher (case 2) than the PQ transition
temperature. In case 1 the axion field gets homogenized by inflation and the axion strings are
‘blown’ away.

When the temperature approaches the QCD scale, the potential V (θ) turns on and the axion
acquires mass. There is a critical time, defined by ma(t1)t1 = 1, when the axion field starts to
oscillate in response to the turn-on of the axion mass. The corresponding temperature T1 ≃ 1
GeV. The axion field oscillations do not dissipate into other forms of energy. In case 1, their
contribution to the cosmological energy density is [14, 15]

Ωa ∼ 0.15
(

fa

1012 GeV

)7/6 (
0.7
h

)2

α(t1)2 (5)
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where α(t1) ≡ a(t1)/fa is the initial misalignment angle. This contribution is called of ‘vacuum
realignment’. Note that the vacuum realignment contribution may be accidentally suppressed
in case 1 because the homogenized axion field may happen to lie close to zero.

In case 2 the axion strings radiate axions [16, 17] from the time of the PQ transition till t1
when the axion mass turns on. At t1 each string becomes the boundary of N domain walls. If
N = 1, the network of walls bounded by strings is unstable [18, 19] and decays away. If N > 1
there is a domain wall problem [20] because axion domain walls end up dominating the energy
density, resulting in a universe very different from the one observed today. There is a way to
avoid this problem by introducing an interaction which slightly lowers one of the N vacua with
respect to the others, but there is very little room in parameter space for this to happen. More
likely, the axion domain wall problem is solved by having N = 1 or by having inflation after
the PQ phase transition (case 1).

In case 2 there are three contributions to the axion cosmological energy density. One con-
tribution is from axions that were radiated by axion strings before t1. A second contribution
is from axions that were produced in the decay of walls bounded by strings after t1 [21]. A
third contribution is from vacuum realignment [14]. The contribution from axion string decay
was the object of controversy for a number of years [22, 23, 24], but this controversy seems to
have died away. Assuming it is resolved along the lines discussed in refs. [17, 24], the axion
cosmological energy density is in case 2 [15]

Ωa ∼ 0.7
(

fa

1012 GeV

)7/6 (
0.7
h

)2

. (6)

It should be emphasized that there is considerable uncertainty in the estimates of Eqs. (5)
and (6) because cosmology allows variations on the history of the universe before the time of
nucleosynthesis.

3 Dark matter axion detection

An electromagnetic cavity permeated by a strong static magnetic field may be used to detect
galactic halo axions [25]. The relevant coupling is given in Eq. (4). Galactic halo axions have
velocities β of order 10−3 and hence their energies Ea = ma + 1

2maβ2 have a spread of order
10−6 above the axion mass. When the frequency ω = 2πf of a cavity mode equals ma, galactic
halo axions convert resonantly into quanta of excitation (photons) of that cavity mode.

Axion dark matter searches were carried out at Brookhaven National Laboratory [26],
the University of Florida [27], Kyoto University [28], and by the ADMX collaboration [29]
at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. The ADMX experiment has recently been up-
graded to replace the HEMT (high electron mobility transistors) receivers used so far with
SQUID microwave amplifiers. HEMT receivers have noise temperature Tn ∼ 3 K [30] whereas
Tn ∼ 0.05 K was achieved with SQUIDs [31]. In a second phase of the upgrade, the experiment
will be equipped with a dilution refrigerator to take full advantage of the lowered electronic
noise temperature. When both phases of the upgrade are completed, the ADMX detector will
have sufficient sensitivity to detect DFSZ axions at even a fraction of the local halo density.

3

AXION THEORY

PATRAS08 15



4 Acknowledgments

This work was supported in part by the U.S. Deparment of Energy under grant DE-FG02-
97ER41209.

References
[1] G. ’t Hooft, Phys. Rev. Lett 37 (1976) 8, and Phys. Rev. D14 (1976) 3432; R. Jackiw and C. Rebbi, Phys.

Rev. Lett. 37 (1976) 172; C.G. Callan, R.F. Dashen and D.J. Gross, Phys. Lett. B63 (1976) 334.

[2] I.S. Altarev et al., Phys. Lett. B276 (1992) 242; K.F. Smith et al., Phys. Lett. B234 (1990) 191.

[3] M. Kobayashi and K. Maskawa, Progr. Theor. Phys. 49 (1973) 652.

[4] C. Vafa and E. Witten, Phys. Rev. Lett. 53 (1984) 535.

[5] R. D. Peccei and H. Quinn, Phys. Rev. Lett. 38 (1977) 1440 and Phys. Rev. D16 (1977) 1791.

[6] S. Weinberg, Phys. Rev. Lett. 40 (1978) 223; F. Wilczek, Phys. Rev. Lett. 40 (1978) 279.

[7] M. Dine, W. Fischler and M. Srednicki, Phys. Lett. B104 (1981) 199; A. P. Zhitnitskii, Sov. J. Nucl. 31
(1980) 260.

[8] J. Kim, Phys. Rev. Lett. 43 (1979) 103; M. A. Shifman, A. I. Vainshtein and V. I. Zakharov, Nucl. Phys.
B166 (1980) 493.

[9] Axion reviews include: J.E. Kim, Phys. Rep. 150 (1987) 1; H.-Y. Cheng, Phys. Rep. 158 (1988) 1; R.D.
Peccei, in ’CP Violation’, ed. by C. Jarlskog, World Scientific Publ., 1989, pp 503-551; M.S. Turner, Phys.
Rep. 197 (1990) 67; G.G. Raffelt, Phys. Rep. 198 (1990) 1.

[10] D. Dicus, E. Kolb, V. Teplitz and R. Wagoner, Phys. Rev. D18 (1978) 1829 and Phys. Rev. D22 (1980)
839.

[11] G. Raffelt and D. Dearborn, Phys. Rev. D36 (1987) 2211.

[12] D. Dearborn, D. Schramm and G. Steigman, Phys. Rev. Lett. 56 (1986) 26.

[13] J. Ellis and K. Olive, Phys. Lett. B193 (1987) 525; G. Raffelt and D. Seckel, Phys. Rev. Lett. 60 (1988)
1793; M. Turner, Phys. Rev. Lett. 60 (1988) 1797; H.-T. Janka et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 76 (1996) 2621; W.
Keil et al.. Phys. Rev. D56 (1997) 2419.

[14] L. Abbott and P. Sikivie, Phys. Lett. B120 (1983) 133; J. Preskill, M. Wise and F. Wilczek, Phys. Lett.
B120 (1983) 127; M. Dine and W. Fischler, Phys. Lett. B120 (1983) 137.

[15] P. Sikivie, Axion Cosmology, Lect. Notes Phys. 741 (2008) 16.

[16] R. Davis, Phys. Rev. D32 (1985) 3172 and Phys. Lett. B180

[17] D. Harari and P. Sikivie, Phys. Lett. B195 (1987) 361.

[18] A. Vilenkin and A.E. Everett, Phys. Rev. Lett. 48 (1982) 1867.

[19] P. Sikivie in Where are the elementary particles, Proc. of the 14th Summer School on Particle Physics,
Gif-sur-Yvette, 1982, edited by P. Fayet et al. (Inst. Nat. Phys. Nucl. Phys. Particules, Paris, 1983).

[20] P. Sikivie, Phys. Rev. Lett. 48 (1982) 1156.

[21] S. Chang, C. Hagmann and P. Sikivie, Phys. Rev. D59 (1999) 023505.

[22] R.A. Battye and E.P.S. Shellard, Nucl. Phys. B423 (1994) 260, Phys. Rev. Lett. 73 (1994) 2954 and
erratum-ibid. 76 (1996) 2203.

[23] M. Yamaguchi, M. Kawasaki and J. Yokoyama, Phys. Rev. Lett. 82 (1999) 4578.

[24] C. Hagmann, S. Chang and P. Sikivie, Phys. Rev. D63 (2001) 125018.

[25] P. Sikivie, Phys. Rev. Lett. 51 (1983) 1415 and Phys. Rev. D32 (1985) 2988.

[26] S. DePanfilis et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 59 (1987) 839 and Phys. Rev. 40 (1989) 3153.

[27] C. Hagmann et al., Phys. Rev. D42 (1990) 1297.

[28] S. Matsuki, I. Ogawa, K. Yamamoto, Phys. Lett. B336 (1994) 573;

[29] C. Hagmann et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 80 (1998) 2043; S.J. Asztalos et al., Phys. Rev. D64 (2001) 092003;
L. Duffy et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 95 (2005) 091304.

[30] R.F. Bradley, Nucl. Phys. B Proc. Suppl. 72 (1999) 137.

[31] M. Mück et al., Appl. Phys. Lett. 72 (1998) 2885; Nucl. Phys. B Proc. Suppl. 72 (1999) 145.

4

PIERRE SIKIVIE

16 PATRAS08




