arXiv:gr-qc/0511079 v1 15 Nov 2005

Brane Cosmology from Heterotic String Theory

Apostolos Kuiroukidis^∗ and Demetrios B. Papadopoulos^†

Department of Physics, A.U.Th., 541 24 Thessaloniki, GREECE

November 15, 2005

Abstract

We consider brane cosmologies within the context of five-dimensional effective actions with O(α^′ ) higher curvature corrections. The actions are compatible with bulk string amplitute calculations from heterotic string theory. We find wrapped solutions that satisfy the field equations in an approximate but acceptable manner given their complexity, where the internal, four-dimensional, scale factor is naturally inflating, having an exponential De-Sitter form. The temporal dependence of the metric components is non-trivial so that this metric cannot be factored as in a conformally flat case. The effective Planck mass is finite and the brane solutions can localize four-dimensional gravity while the four-dimensional gravitational constant varies with time. The Hubble constant can be freely specified through the initial value of the scalar field, to conform with recent data.

Keywords: Branes, Cosmology

∗E-mail: kouirouki@astro.auth.gr †E-mail: papadop@astro.auth.gr

1 Introduction

Recent developments in string theory suggest that matter and gauge interactions may be confined on a brane, embedded in a higher dimensional space (bulk), while gravity can propagate into the bulk (for reviews see [1], [2]). Within this context several toy models have been constructed to address such issues as the hierarchy and cosmological constant problems [3]. In particular, the large hierarchy between the Standard Model and Planck scales could be explained for an observer on a negative tension flat brane, if the extra dimension was taken to be compact [4]. The possibility of a large non-compact dimension was realized in [5], while it was shown in [6] that warping of five-dimensional space could lead to localization of gravity on the brane, even though the size of the extra dimension was of infinite proper length.

A simple, interesting alternative model has been considered in [7], [8], where a bulk scalar field ϕ is coupled to the brane tension T_{br}. This is the all-loop contribution to the vacuum energy density of the brane, from the Standard Model fields. For the 4D cosmological constant problem considered there, solutions of the field equations were found, which localize gravity, but possess naked singularities at finite proper distance. This proper distance is given by y_c = 1/κ^2_{(5)}T_{br} where the five and four-dimensional Planck scales k^2_{(5)} = M^{−3}_{(5)} , κ^2_{(4)} = M^{−2}_{(4)} are related by T_{br} = κ^2_{(4)} κ^4_{(5)} = M^6_{(5)} M^2_{(4)}

. (1)

Then if we momentarily identify the 4D cosmological term with the brane tension λ = T_{br} ∼ (1T eV )^4 = (10^3GeV )^4 ∼ 10^{−64}M^4_{(4)} we obtain

M_{(5)} ≃ 10^8GeV, y_c ≃ 1mm, (2)

which is acceptable by present day experiments.

It was later realized that the bulk action should also contain the Gauss-Bonnet (GB) term L_{GB} = R^2 − 4R_{ab}R^{ab} + R_{abcd}R^{abcd}, (3) which is the leading quantum gravity correction, and the only to provide second order field equations. Some of the early works on the GB gravity include [9], while the corresponding brane cosmology has been studied, among others, in [10]. The corresponding generalized junction conditions appeared in [11].

If we consider the action [12] S = ∫ d^5x √ |g| [ R − 1 2 (∇ϕ)^2 − 1 2 e^{−ϕ}(∇σ)^2 −Λe^{−2ϕ} ]

+ 2∑ i=1 (−1)^i √ 24Λ ∫ d^4x √ |g_i|e^{−ϕ} (4) then Eq. (4) introduces the fact that the bulk cosmological constant couples to the scalar field through the exponential potential term.

However serious arguments were given in [13]-[15] that one must consider a modified action, instead of the usual one used in [10] where the GB term is multiplied by a constant. The modified action comes from heterotic string amplitude calculations, truncated to five dimensions [16], [17]. In this action the GB combination enters through a multiple of the exponential of the dilaton field.

To write this action we use the constants κ^2_{(i)} = 8πG_i = M^{2−i}_{(i)} , i = 4, 5, which represent the fundamental, five-dimensional and the effective four-dimensional Planck masses. The bulk cosmological constant has dimensions Λ_{(5)} = [energy]^2, defining an inverse length scale squared, effectively an AdS_5 curvature. Also a brane cosmological constant would have dimensions Λ_{(4)} = [energy]^2 and divided both by the respective mass scales κ^2_{(i)} would have dimensions similar to the corresponding brane tensions. With this normalization, the action used in [13]-[15] is dimensionless, and can be written as

S_1 = 1 2κ^2_{(5)} ∫ d^5x √ |g_{(5)}| { R − ζ(∇ϕ)^2 + α e^{−ζϕ}[R^2_{GB} + c_2ζ^2 (∇ϕ)^4] } (5) Here α = α^′ /8g^2_s , with l_s = √ α^′ the string length, and g_s = exp(−ϕ_0) the string coupling constant, where ϕ_0 is the vacuum expectation value of the dilaton field. Also ζ = (4/3) and c_2 = (D − 4/D − 2) and in our case c_2 = (1/3). In addition we take as

S_2 = −1 2κ^2_{(5)} ∫ d^5x √ |g_{(5)}| [ 2Λ_{(5)}V (ϕ) ] (6) Using this normalization the bulk potential and also ϕ is dimensionless. In [15], it was taken as V (ϕ) = e^{ζϕ} and this will also be our choice. So with this normalization the various S_i are dimensionless. We take as

S = S_1 + S_2 (7)

Solutions to the first part of the action were studied in [13]-[18]. However, due to the severe complexity of the equations of motion only metrics of the form

ds^2 = e^{2A(y)}η_{μν} dx^μdx^ν + dy^2 (8)

were considered. This choice limits the range of solutions for realistic internal, fourdimensional spacetimes. One of the interesting cases to consider is an inflating internal space. This is because it is generally accepted that the Universe now undergoes accelerated expansion [19]. In this paper we write the field equations for the action of Eq. (7), and use a metric with internal De-Sitter-like scale factor. The extreme complexity of the field equations does not allow for an exact, mathematical solution. However for a continuous range of one parameter of the model, three of the field equations coincide, with acceptable accuracy, permiting a class of models with interesting characteristics to appear. First the action is a realistic one, coming from string theory. Also the brane, located at y = 0, has an inflating internal scale factor. Gravity is localized on the brane, so the effective four-dimensional Planck mass is finite. The class of models does not obey a fine-tuning condition, in the sense that the bulk cosmological constant only controls the temporal evolution of the scalar field. The Hubble constant is determined from the initial value of the scalar field so that it can be adjusted to any value without fine-tuning of the parameters of the action.

2 Equations of Motion

The metric will be of the form ds^2 = −n^2(t, y)dt^2 + a^2(t, y)h_{ij}(x)dxdx^j + b^2(t, y)dy^2 (9) The three-metric from Eq. (9) is assumed to represent a maximally symmetric space

(3)ds^2 = a^2h_{ij} (x)dx^idx^j = a^2 [ dr^2 1 − kr^2 + r^2dΩ^2_{II} ] (10)

with scalar three-curvature^{(3)}R = 6k/a^2, k = 0, ±1.

Variation of the action with respect to the five dimensional metric gives: G_{μν} − ζ(∇_μϕ)(∇_ν ϕ) + ζ 2 g_{μν} (∇ϕ)^2 + g_{μν} Λ_{(5)}V (ϕ) + 2αe^{−ζϕ}H_{μν} + + 4αP_{μανβ} ∇^α∇^β(e^{−ζϕ}) + αe^{−ζϕ}c_2ζ^2[2(∇ϕ)^2∇_μϕ∇_ν ϕ − 1 2 g_{μν} (∇ϕ)^4] = 0 (11) Here we have ([15], [20]) H_{μν} = RR_{μν} − 2R_{μα}R^α_ν − 2R^{αβ} R_{μανβ} + R^{abc}_μ R_{νabc} − − 1 4 g_{μν} R^2_{GB} P_{μανβ} = R_{μανβ} + R_{μβ} g_{να} + R_{να}g_{μβ} − R_{μν} g_{αβ} − R_{αβ} g_{μν} + + 1 2 R(g_{μν} g_{αβ} − g_{μβ} g_{να}) (12) Varying with respect to ϕ we obtain 2ζ∇^2ϕ − αζe^{−ζϕ}[R^2_{GB} − 3c_2ζ^2(∇ϕ)^4] − 2Λ_{(5)}V^′ (ϕ) −

−4αc_2ζ^2e^{−ζϕ}[(∇ϕ)^2∇^2ϕ + 2∇^μϕ∇^ν ϕ∇_μ∇_ν ϕ] = 0 (13) Greek indices denote five-dimensional components (0,1,2,3;5), while Latin three-dimensional.

The (00)-component of the generalized Einstein’s equations is

3n^2F +

3n^2 b^2 ( − a^{′′} a + a^′ b^′ ab + ȧbḃ an^2 ) − 2 3 (ϕ̇)^2 − 2 3 n^2 b^2

(ϕ^′ )^2 − n^2Λ_{(5)}V (ϕ) +

+2αe^{−4ϕ/3}H_{00} + 16α 3b^4

P_{0505} [ −ϕ^{′′} + 4 3 (ϕ^′ )^2 + bḃ n^2 ϕ̇ +b ′ b ϕ^′ ] e^{−4ϕ/3} + + 16α 3a^4 P_{0i0j} h^{ij} ( aȧ n^2 ϕ̇ − aa ′ b^2 ϕ^′ ) e^{−4ϕ/3} + 32α 27 e^{−4ϕ/3}(∇ϕ)^2 [ 3 4 ϕ̇^2+ 1 4 n^2 b^2

(ϕ^′ )^2 ] = 0 (14)

where we use the conventions

F := 1 a^2 ( ȧ^2 n^2 − (a^′ )^2 b^2 ) + k a^2

, (∇ϕ)^2 = − 1 n^2 ϕ̇^2 + 1

b^2

(ϕ^′ )^2 (15)

A dot denotes a partial derivative with respect to the time, while a prime denotes derivative with respect to the extra dimension, denoted by y. The (05)-component of the Einstein’s equations is given by −3 ( ȧ^′ a − ȧn^′ an − a^′ḃ ab ) − 4 3 ϕ̇ϕ^′ + 2αe^{−4ϕ/3}H_{05} + 32α 27 e^{−4ϕ/3}(∇ϕ)^2ϕ̇ϕ^′ + + 16α 3b^2n^2

P_{0505} [ −ϕ̇^′ + 4 3 ϕ̇ϕ^′ +n ′ n ϕ̇ + ḃ b ϕ^′ ] e^{−4ϕ/3} + 16α 3a^4 P_{0i5j} h^{ij} ( aȧ n^2 ϕ̇ − aa ′ b^2 ϕ^′ ) e^{−4ϕ/3} = 0

(16)

The (55)-component is given by

−3b^2F +

3b^2 n^2 ( − ä a + ȧṅ an + a^′ nn^′ ab^2 ) − 2 3 (ϕ^′ )^2 − 2 3 b^2 n^2

(ϕ̇)^2 + b^2Λ_{(5)}V (ϕ) +

+2αe^{−4ϕ/3}H_{55} + 16α 3n^4

P_{0505} [ −ϕ̈ + 4 3 (ϕ̇)^2 + ṅ n ϕ̇ +nn ′ b^2 ϕ^′ ] e^{−4ϕ/3} + + 16α 3a^4 P_{5i5j} h^{ij} ( aȧ n^2 ϕ̇ − aa ′ b^2 ϕ^′ ) e^{−4ϕ/3} + 32α 27 e^{−4ϕ/3}(∇ϕ)^2 [ 3 4 (ϕ^′ )^2 + 1 4 b^2 n^2

(ϕ̇)^2 ] = 0 (17)

The (ij)-component of the generalized Einstein’s equations is a multiple of h_{ij} . Setting this proportionality term equal to zero gives −2( aä n^2 − aȧṅ n^3 − aa^′ n^′ nb^2 ) − 2(− aa^{′′} b^2 + aa^′ b^′ b^3 + aȧḃ bn^2 ) − a^2F − − a^2 n^2 ( b̈ b − nn^{′′} b^2 + nn^′ b^′ b^3 − ṅḃ nb ) + 2 3 a^2(∇ϕ)^2 + a^2Λ_{(5)}V (ϕ) + 2αe^{−4ϕ/3}( 1 3 h^{ij} H_{ij} ) − − 8α 27 e^{−4ϕ/3}a^2(∇ϕ)^4 + 16α 9n^4 P_{i0j0}h^{ij} [−ϕ̈ + 4 3 (ϕ̇)^2 + ṅ n ϕ̇ + nn ′ b^2 ϕ^′ ]e^{−4ϕ/3} − − 32α 9n^2b^2

P_{0i5j} h^{ij} [−ϕ̇^′ + 4 3 ϕ̇ϕ^′ + n ′ n ϕ̇ + ḃ b ϕ^′ ]e^{−4ϕ/3} + + 16α 9b^4 P_{i5j5}h^{ij} [−ϕ^{′′} + 4 3 (ϕ^′ )^2 + bḃ n^2 ϕ̇ + b ′ b ϕ^′ ]e^{−4ϕ/3} + + 16α 9a^4 P_{ikjm}h^{ij} h^{km}( aȧ n^2 ϕ̇ − aa ′ b^2 ϕ^′ )e^{−4ϕ/3} = 0 (18)

The contraction h^{ij} H_{ij} is given in Appendix I.

3 Reduction and an Exact Fine-Tuned Solution

We consider flat spatial sections (k = 0) in Eq. (10) and introduce the following ansatz: a = a(t)A(y), n = n(t)N(y), b = b(t)B(y), ϕ = σ(t) + ϕ(y) (19)

where a(t) = a_0e^{Ht}, b(t) = b_0e^{−2σ1 Ht/3}, n(t) = n_1b(t), σ(t) = σ_1Ht + σ_2 (20)

with H, a_0, b_0, σ_1, n_1, σ_2 constants. The field equations become exactly those presented in Appendix I. Now we make the assumption

A(y) = A_0e^{f1y} , B(y) = B_0e^{f2y}

N(y) = N_0e^{f2y} , ϕ(y) = − 3 2 f_2y + ϕ_0 (21)

We obtain five equations constraining the numerical parameters of our solution. Inspecting the metric and the resulting equations it is easy to see that we can set a_0 = 1 = A_0. It appears, therefore, that there exist eight (8) independent parameters, namely H, f_1, f_2, N_1 := n_1N_0, , Φ_0 := σ_2 + ϕ_0, σ_1, b_0 and B_0.

The solution for the metric is therefore written

ds^2 = − b^2_0N^2_1 e^{−4σ1 Ht/3}e^{2f2y}dt^2 + e^{2Ht}e^{2f1y} [dx^2_1 + dx^2 + dx^2_3] + + b^2_0B^2_0 e^{−4σ1Ht/3}e^{2f2y} dy^2 (22)

However a closer inspection shows that rescaling the metric and redefining the internal coordinates x_j , we can set b_0 = 1 = N_1 = B_0. This also occurs from the five field equations. So there exist five (5) independent constants H, f_1, f_2, Φ_0, σ_1 and the metric takes the final form

ds^2 = − e^{−4σ1Ht/3}e^{2f2y}dt^2 + e^{2Ht}e^{2f1y} [dx^2_1 + dx^2 + dx^2_3] + + e^{−4σ1Ht/3}e^{2f2y}dy^2 (23)

The solution for the scalar field is ϕ(t, y) = σ_1Ht − 3 2 f_2y + Φ_0 (24)

Inspecting the field equations we see that the following

σ_1 = 0, f_1 = f_2 := f, H^2 = f^2,

e^{4Φ0/3} = 2αf^2, f^2 = − 4 3 Λ_{(5)}, 8 3 αΛ_{(5)} = −1 (25)

is an exact fine-tuned solution, which means that the cosmological constant and the Hubble constant are directly related. This solution though exact does not localize four-dimensional gravity on the brane, located at y = 0.

4 Classes of Non Fine-Tuned Solutions

We set f_1 = f_2 = f into the five equations of Appendix I and use the metric, Eq. (23). We thus have four constants, namely f, H, Φ_0, σ_1. From the (05)-equation we obtain f^2 = 2 9 ( 1 − 8 3 σ_1 − 2 9 σ^2_1 ) H^2 (26)

Eq. (26) constrains the allowed value of σ_1 so that −12.36 ≃ −6 −^{9√2}_2 ≤ σ_1 ≤ −6 +^{9√2}_2 ≃ 0.364

We consider now that |σ_1| is much smaller than unity. Then we keep the first order terms in the field equations of Appendix I, with respect to σ_1. We obtain

f^2 = 2 9 ( 1 − 8 3 σ_1 ) H^2 (27)

The last term, in the parentheses of Eq. (26), contributes 0.02 to the sum only, validating our approximation, for the above range of σ_1. Using Eq. (27) into the ϕ−equation, we obtain for the bulk cosmological constant,

Λ_{(5)}e^{4Φ0/3} = − (1 + 1 3 σ_1)H^2 +

+ αe^{−4Φ0 /3} ( − 62 9 + 20 27 σ_1 ) H^4 (28)

From the addition of the (00) and (55) components, we obtain

(4σ_1 + 3) = 2αe^{−4Φ0 /3}( 4 3 − 16 9 σ_1)H^2 (29)

From the (00)-equation, using Eq. (28), we get

(σ_1 + 3) + αe^{−4Φ0 /3}[− 4 3 + 28 9 σ_1]H^2 = 0 (30)

Finally the (ij)-equation, with the aid of Eq. (28), gives

3(σ_1 + 1) + 4 81 αe^{−4Φ0 /3}[ 503 3 σ_1 + 85]H^2 = 0 (31)

Given the complexity of the field equations, the simplicity of the above, reduced field equations, is quite interesting.

Figure 1: The functions F_i(σ_1) over −0.3 ≤ σ_1 ≤ 0.4

Figure 2: The functions F_i(σ_1) over −0.9 ≤ σ_1 ≤ −0.5 We define F (σ_1) := αe^{−4Φ0 /3}H^2. This function assumes the forms F_1, F_2, F_3 as these emerge from Eqs. (29), (30) and Eq. (31), respectively.

Given the extreme complexity of the field equations it is surprising that over the whole range of −0.3 ≤ σ_1 ≤ 0.2 the two functions F_1(σ_1), F_2(σ_2) coincide. Also in this interval and in −0.9 ≤ σ_1 ≤ −0.55 these three functions coincide with adequate accuracy as is shown in Figs. (1)-(2). The difference in their value is suppressed in this intervals, as compared to other intervals.

Our aim here is not to give mathematically exact solutions, but to stress that with acceptable accuracy we can find cosmological models that show many interesting features. We assume therefore, given also the approximation we have made for small |σ_1|, that three of the five field equations, namely the (00)+(55), (00) and (ij) components, give

F (σ_1) := αe^{−4Φ0 /3}H^2 ≃ F_1(σ_1) =

3 + 4σ_1

(_4

3 −^{16}_9 σ_1

) (32)

where σ_1 ∈ (−0.9, −0.55) ∪ (−0.3, 0.2).

Therefore the Hubble constant in string units is given in terms of the initial value of the scalar field as αH^2 = e^{4Φ0/3}

3 + 4σ_1

(_4

3 −^{16}_9 σ_1

) (33)

and so f^2, which determines the spatial dependence of the scalar field through Eq. (24), is determined through Eq. (27).

Multiplying Eq. (28) by α, and using Eq. (33), we obtain the bulk cosmological constant in string units,

αΛ_{(5)} =

(3 + 4σ_1)

(_4

3 −^{16}_9 σ_1

)_2 [ −22 − 24σ_1 + 32 9 σ^2_1 ] (34)

The dependence of the bulk comological constant on σ_1 is shown in Fig. (3).

Thus we do not have to fine-tune the Hubble constant or the bulk cosmological constant Λ_{(5)}. These, as well the constant f, are specified in terms of σ_1, which controls the temporal evolution of the scalar field through Eq. (24), and the initial value Φ_0. So σ_1 determines the bulk cosmological constant through Eq. (34), but the Hubble constant H is determined by the initial value of the scalar field as well, (Eq. (33)) and can be freely adjusted. The metric is given by Eq. (23) (with f_1 = f_2 = f) and the scalar field by Eq. (24).

Finally if we assume that f_1 ≠ f_2, there will, in general, exist exact solutions of the five field equations, for the five independent constants f_1, f_2, H, σ_1, Φ_0. These will also be determined in terms of Λ_{(5)}. In order to determine them one has to resort to numerical methods and this will be the subject of a future work.

5 Localization of Gravity

The four dimensional scalar curvature, with flat spatial sections for the metric of Eq. (10), is given by^{(4)}R = (^6_{n2} )(^ä −^{ȧṅ}_{an} +(^ȧ )^2). If one substitutes the five-dimensional

Figure 3: The bulk cosmological constant over −0.3 ≤ σ_1 ≤ 0.1

scalar curvature R and the Gauss-Bonnet contribution into the action functional, then the integrated coefficient of the four-dimensional scalar curvature will give the effective four-dimensional Planck mass as perceived by a four-dimensional observer, located on the brane [13]-[15]. Doing this in a careful manner we obtain

M^2_{P l} = M^3_s ∫_R 0 dyb [ 1 + 8αe^{−4ϕ/3} b^2 ( − a^{′′} a + a^′ b^′ ab + ȧbḃ an^2 )] = = M^3_s e^{−2σ1Ht/3} 1 |f| [1 − e^{−|f |R}] ( 1 − 16 3 σ_1

3 + 4σ_1 4 3 −^{16}_9 σ_1 ) (35)

This must be finite as R → +∞, so this is why we have chosen the f < 0 solution of Eq. (27). For the negative y-direction we can choose f > 0 and match the two bulk solutions continuously on the brane.

The quantity in the large parentheses of Eq. (35) is positive for the range of σ_1 ∈ (−0.9, −0.55) ∪ (−0.3, 0.1), giving an overall positive Planck mass. So these cosmological solutions can localize four-dimensional gravity. Also we observe that we naturally obtain a time-varying gravitational constant. This occurs due to the nontrivial, different time dependence of the various metric components of the metric, Eq. (23), and also due to the fact that we have the exponential e^{4Φ0/3} in Eq. (33). The last comes from the coefficient of the GB term of the action, Eq. (5).

6 Discussion

We have considered the action that results from a consistent truncation to five dimensions of the heterotic string. This action has higher order gravitational corrections of the form of the Gauss-Bonnet term. However this term enters the expansion, multiplied not only by the string constant but also by the exponential of the scalar field. This makes the resulting field equations very complicated, compared to the usual case when the exponential term is absent. Due to this fact, only solutions with the four-dimensional Poincare-invariant form of Eq. (8), have been considered in the literature. In this paper we showed that there exist one exact and a family of approximate solutions, continuously dependent on the parameter σ_1, with the metric given by Eq. (23).

The important features of these cosmological models can be summarized as follows: The metric cannot be factored as in a simple, conformally flat case, since in general σ_1 ≠ −(3/2). The temporal and spatial dependence of the metric components is nontrivial and does not allow a conformally flat solution even in the four-dimensional subcase. The metric cannot be simplified any further by a coordinate transformation. Also the brane, situated at y = 0, can localize four-dimensional gravity. This is due to the fact that the four-dimensional effective Planck mass is finite and positive for the allowed range of the parameter σ_1.

More importantly the parameters of the theory need not be fine-tuned. By this we mean that the parameters of our action such as the bulk cosmological constant need not be fine-tuned to a specific value in order to obtain a desired solution. The bulk cosmological constant, is directly related to the temporal evolution of the scalar field, i.e., to σ_1. The Hubble constant however is freely determined from the initial value of the scalar field and so a proper choice of the last can accomodate observational data. Finally the four-dimensional gravitational constant varies with time and follows the exponential expansion of the four-dimensional scale factor [5], [21].

The action used in this paper is a realistic one because it occurs in a consistent way from heterotic string theory [17]. So it is important to search for brane cosmological solutions that give realistic four-dimensional cosmological models. Because the field equations are complicated, the use of combined numerical and analytical techniques is necessary. One can numerically search for solutions with the metric assuming the form of Eq. (23) and without any other assumption. Work along these lines is in progress.

7 Appendix I

Contracting the first of Eqs. (12) we get h^{ij} H_{ij} = − 1 4 a^2R^2_{GB} + a^2 n^2

H_{00} − a^2 b^2

H_{55} (36)

Acknowledgments

One of the authors (A.K) would like to thank the Greek State Scholarships Foundation (I.K.Y) for postdoctoral financial support, under contract No. 422, during this work.

References

[1] E. Papantonopoulos, Brane Cosmology, Lect. Notes Phys. 592 (2000) 458 [hepth/0202044]; P. Brax and C. van de Bruck, Cosmology and Brane Worlds: A Review, Class. Quant. Grav. 20 (2003) R201-R232 [hep-th/0303095]; R. Dick, Brane Worlds, Class. Quant. Grav. 18 (2001) R1-R24 [hep-th/0105320]; F. Quevedo, Lectures on String/Brane Cosmology, Class. Quant. Grav. 19 (2002) 5721-5779 [hep-th/0210292].

[2] R. Maartens, Brane-World Gravity, [gr-qc/0312059].

[3] A. Lukas, B. A. Ovrut, K. S. Stelle and D. Waldram, The universe as a domain wall, Phys. Rev. D 59 (1999) 086001 [hep-th/9803235]; A. Lukas, B. A. Ovrut and D. Waldram, Phys. Rev. D 60 (1999) 086001 [hep-th/9806022]; P. Binetruy, C. Deffayet and D. Langlois, Non-conventional cosmology from a brane-universe, Nucl. Phys. B 565 (2000) 269 [hep-th/9905012].

[4] L. Randall and R. Sundrum, A Large Mass Hierarchy from a Small Extra Dimension, Phys. Rev. Lett. 83 3370 (1999) [hep-th/9905221].

[5] N. Arkadi-Hamed, S. Dimopoulos and G. R. Dvali, The hierarchy problem and new dimensions at a millimeter, Phys. Lett. B 429 (1998) 263 [hep-ph/9803315]; I. Antoniadis, N. Arkadi-Hamed, S. Dimopoulos and G. R. Dvali, New dimensions at a millimeter to a Fermi and superstrings at a TeV, Phys. Lett. B 436 (1998) 257 [hep-ph/9804398].

[6] L. Randall and R. Sundrum, An Alternative to Compactification, Phys. Rev.

Lett. 83 (1999) 4690 [hep-th/9906064].

[7] N. Arkani-Hamed, S. Dimopoulos, N. Kaloper and R. Sundrum, A Small Cosmological Constant from a Large Extra Dimension, Phys. Lett. B 480, 193 (2000) [hep-th/0001197].

[8] S. Kachru, M. Schulz and E. Silverstein, Self-tuning Flat Domain Walls in 5D Gravity and String Theory, Phys. Rev. D62 (2000) 045021 [hep-th/0001206]; Bounds on Curved Domain Walls in 5D Gravity, Phys. Rev. D62 (2000) 085003 [hep-th/0002121].

[9] D. G. Boulware and S. Deser, String-Generated Gravity Models, Phys. Rev.

Lett. 55 2656 (1985); J. T. Wheeler, Symmetric Solutions to the Gauss-Bonnet Extended Einstein Equations, Nucl. Phys. B 268 737 (1986).

[10] D. A. Easson and R. Brandenberger, Nonsingular Dilaton Cosmology in the String Frame, JHEP 9909:003, 1999 [hep-th/9905175]; S. Nojiri and S. D. Odintsov, Brane-Cosmology in Higher Derivative Gravity or Warped Compactification in the Next-to-leading Order of AdS/CFT Correspondance, JHEP 0007 (2000) 049 [hep-th/0006232]; G. Kofinas, R. Maartens and E. Papantonopoulos, Brane Cosmology with Curvature Corrections, JHEP 0310 (2003) 066 [hepth/0307138]; J. E. Kim, B. Kyae and H.M. Lee, Various Modified Solutions of the Randall-Sundrum Model with the Gauus-Bonnet Interaction, Nucl. Phys. B582 (2000) 296-312 [hep-th/0004005]; N. Deruelle and T. Dolezel, Brane versus Shell Cosmologies in Einstein and Einstein-Gauss-Bonnet theories, Phys. Rev. D62 (2000) 103502 [gr-qc/0004021]; C. Germani and C. F. Sopuerta, String Inspired Braneworld Cosmology, Phys. Rev. Lett. 88 (2002) 231101 [hepth/0202060]; C. Charmousis and J. F. Dufaux, General Gauss-Bonnet Brane Cosmology, Class. Quant. Grav. 19 (2002) 4671-4682 [hep-th/0202107]; J. E. Lidsey, S. Nojiri and S. D. Odintsov, Braneworld Cosmology in (Anti)-de Sitter Einstein-Gauss-Bonnet Maxwell Gravity, JHEP 0206 (2002) 026 [hepth/0202198]; D. A. Easson, Towards a Stringy Resolution of the Cosmological Singularity, Phys. Rev. D68 (2003) 043514 [hep-th/0304168]; J. P. Gregory and A. Padilla, Brane world holography in Gauss-Bonnet gravity, Class. Quant. Grav. 20 (2003) 4221-4238 [hep-th/0304250]; M. C. Bento and O. Bertolami, String Generated Gravity Models with Cubic Curvature Terms, Phys. Lett. B228: 348 (1989); M. C. Bento and O. Bertolami, Maximally Symmetric Cosmological Solutions of Higher Curvature String Effective Theories with Dilatons, Phys. Lett. B368: 198-201 (1996).

[11] E. Gravanis and S. Willison, Israel Conditions for the Gauss-Bonnet Theory and the Friedmann equation on the Brane, Phys. Lett. B562 (2003) 118-126 [hep-th/0209076]; S. C. Davis, Generalized Israel Junction Conditions for a Gauss-Bonnet Brane World, Phys. Rev. D67 (2003) 024030 [hep-th/0208205].

[12] J. E. Lidsey, Supergravity Brane Cosmologies, [hep-th/0007014].

[13] N. E. Mavromatos and J. Rizos, String-Inspired Higher-Curvature Terms and the Randall- Sundrum Scenario, Phys. Rev. D 62 124004 (2000) [hepth/0008074].

[14] N. E. Mavromatos and J. Rizos, Exact Solutions and the Cosmological Constant Problem in Dilatonic-Domain-Wall Higher-Curvature String Gravity, Int. J. Mod. Phys. A18 (2003) 57-84 [hep-th/0205299].

[15] P. Binétruy, C. Charmousis, S. Davis and J. F. Dufaux, Avoidance of Naked Singularities in Dilatonic Brane World Scenarios with a Gauss-Bonnet Term, Phys. Lett. B 544 183 (2002) [hep-th/0206089].

[16] R. R. Metsaev and A. A. Tseytlin, Order α^′ (two-loop) Equivalence of the String Equations of Motion and the σ−Model Weyl Invariance Conditions, Nucl. Phys. B293 385 (1987).

[17] D. J. Gross and J. H. Sloan, The Quartic Effective Action for the Heterotic String, Nucl. Phys. B291 41 (1987).

[18] C. Charmousis, S. C. Davis and J. F. Dufaux, Scalar brane backgrounds in higher order curvature gravity, JHEP 0312 (2003) 029 [hep-th/0309083].

[19] R. A. Knop et al, ”New Constraints on Ω_M , Ω_Λ, and w from an Independent Set of Eleven High-Redshift Supernovae Observed with HST”, [astro-ph/0309368]; A. R. Liddle, New Astron. Rev., 45, 235 (2001) [astro-ph/0009491]; N. Seto, S. Kawamura and T. Nakamura, Phys. Rev. Lett. 87, 221103 (2001) [astro-ph/0108011]; S. Perlmutter et al, Astrophys. J. 517 565 (1999) [astroph/9812133].

[20] N. Deruelle and J. Madore, On the quasi-linearity of the Einstein ”Gauss- Bonnet” gravity field equations, [gr-qc/0305004].

[21] J. P. Uzan, The Fundamental Constants and their Variation: Observational Status and Theoretical Motivations, Rev. Mod. Phys. 75 (2003) 403 [hepph/0205340].