hep-ph/9909405 v2 20 Oct 1999

Gauge invariance and finite width effects in radiative two-pion ø lepton decay

G. López Castro and G. Toledo Sánchez

Departamento de Física, Centro de Investigación y de Estudios Avanzados del IPN, Apdo . Postal 14-740, 07000 México, D.F.. México

Abstract

The contribution of the ρ^± vector meson to the τ ! ππνγ decay is considered as a potential source for the determination of the magnetic dipole moment of this light vector meson. In order to keep gauge-invariance of the whole decay amplitude, a procedure similar to the fermion loop-scheme for charged gauge bosons is implemented to incorporate the finite width effects of the ρ^± vector meson. The absorptive pieces of the one-loop corrections to the propagators and electromagnetic vertices of the ρ^± meson and W^± gauge boson have identical forms in the limit of massless particles in the loops, suggesting this to be a universal feature of spin-one unstable particles. Modeldependent contributions to the τ ! ππνγ decay are suppressed by fixing the two-pion invariant mass distribution at the rho meson mass value. The resulting photon energy and angular distribution is relatively sensitive to the effects of the ρ magnetic dipole moment.

PACS number(s): 13.35.Dx, 13.40.Em, 14.40.Cs, 11.20.Ds

1. Introduction

The two-pion mode is by far the dominant hadronic channel of semileptonic τ decays. According to ref. [1] the measured resonant and non-resonant pieces of the τ → ππν_τ branching ratios are given by (25.32 ± 0.15)% and (0.30 ± 0.32)%, respectively. The two-pion invariant mass distribution has also been measured in a wide region around the ρ^+ mass [2], and it reveals a rich resonant structure dominated by charged vector mesons ρ(770), ρ^′.

The impressive accuracy attained in the measurement of these properties has been used for several purposes. For instance, it provides a precise test of the CVC hypothesis (which relates the two-pion tau decays to the I=1 contribution in e^+e^− → π^+π^−), it reduces the hadronic uncertainties in the evaluation of (g − 2)_μ and in the running of the QED fine structure constant at the m_Z scale [3] and, it has been suggested even as a good place to determine the τ lepton charged weak dipole moments [4]. On the other hand, since multipion (multi-kaon) semileptonic channels have been found to be dominated by intermediate light hadronic resonances, these τ decays can be used to measure the intrinsic properties of these resonances [2]. Therefore, in this paper we explore the potential of the radiative two-pion τ decays in order to determine the magnetic dipole moment of the charged ρ(770) vector meson.

In recent papers [5, 6], we have considered the possibility to measure the magnetic dipole moment of light charged vector resonances (ρ and K^∗) in their production [5] and decay [6] processes. These works have the limitation of considering vector mesons as stable particles. Since vector mesons are highly unstable particles (the width/mass ratio are 0.2 and 0.06 for the ρ and K^∗, respectively), their properties (mass, width, magnetic dipole moment) would depend on the specific model used to describe its production and decay mechanisms [7]. A model independent measurement of its mass and width can only be obtained by identifying the pole position of the S-matrix amplitude [7, 8].

In the present paper we consider the full S-matrix amplitude for the production and decay of the ρ^±(770) vector meson in τ → ππνγ decay in order to explore the sensitivity of this decay to the effects of the magnetic dipole moment of the ρ^± vector meson. Since the evaluation of the relevant contributions to the τ lepton decay amplitude involve the propagator and the electromagnetic vertex of the charged ρ meson [9], some care must be taken in order to preserve the electromagnetic gauge invariance of the S-matrix amplitude in the presence of the finite width of the vector meson. To maintain gauge-invariance, in this paper we introduce a procedure similar to the so-called fermion loop-scheme proposed recently to keep gauge-invariance in processes involving the W W γ vertex [10]. As discussed in the first two references of [10], violation of gauge invariance in the processes qq̄ → lν_lγ and e^+e^− → ud̄e^−ν̄_e (that involve the W W γ vertex) can have catastrophic effects for certain kinematical configurations in those reactions.

We have organized this paper as follows. In section 2 we compute the absorptive parts of one loop corrections to the propagator and electromagnetic vertex of the charged vector meson. Since the leading contributions to the absorptive corrections arise from loops with two pseudoscalar mesons, we call it the boson loop-scheme. As discussed in Refs [10] for the W boson case, the addition of these corrections provides a convenient and consistent way to preserve the electromagnetic Ward identity in the presence of a finite width of the unstable particle. Our results for the absorptive corrections with massless mesons in the loops are identical to those obtained in the fermion loop scheme for the W^± gauge boson in the limit of massless fermions. In section 3 we compute the full S-matrix gauge-invariant amplitude for the process τ^− → π^−π^0ν_τ γ, using the gauge-invariant Green functions derived in section 2. In section 4 we study the effects of the ρ^− magnetic dipole moment in the two-pion invariant mass and double-differential photon distribution of the τ → ππνγ decay . In section 5 we summarize and discuss our results. Two appendices are deserved to compute the corrections to the electromagnetic vertex (appendix A) and to provide (appendix B) the relevant scalar, vector and tensor integrals required to evaluate explicitly the absorptive parts of the propagator and vertex corrections.

Before we start our discussion, let us mention that our results can be straightforwardly extended to the K^{∗±}(892) resonance contribution in τ → Kπν_τ γ decays with proper inclusion of the two isospin channels (K^+π^0 and K^0π^+) in the absorptive corrections.

2. Gauge invariance and boson-loop scheme for vector mesons

The electromagnetic gauge-invariance of amplitudes involving intermediate spin-one charged resonances in radiative processes can be broken if one naively incorporates the finite width of these resonances in their propagators [10]. This problem can be cured by different, but rather arbitrary, procedures (see Argyres in ref. [10]). In the case of the unstable W^± gauge boson, one of the recently proposed methods is the so-called fermion loop-scheme [10]. It consists in the addition of the absorptive parts of the fermionic one-loop corrections to the electromagnetic vertex and the propagator of the W gauge boson. In this way, the electromagnetic Ward identity between these two- and three-point functions is satisfied at the one-loop level and the gauge-invariance of the amplitude with intermediate unstable gauge-bosons is guaranteed.

Following this idea, in this section we compute the absorptive corrections to the propagator and electromagnetic vertex of the ρ^± vector meson that arise from the one-loop diagrams with two-pseudoscalar mesons (see Figs. 1 and 2). Despite the fact that the interaction Lagrangian of pions and vector mesons is not renormalizable, we will not be concerned with these technical points as far as we focus only on the one-loop absorptive corrections which is free of infinities. This procedure serves our purposes to cure gauge-invariance in amplitudes of radiative processes involving intermediate unstable vector mesons.

The reader may wonder if a perturbative analysis of these Green functions makes sense given the strong interactions of the ρ vector meson. As it was shown long ago [11] in general, the approach to strong interactions based on dispersion theory and the one based on (perturbative) field theory, give equivalent and complementary results in the calculation of transition amplitudes. As a particular example, let us consider the π^± electromagnetic form factor F_π(s) in the timelike region s > 0 which is dominated by the ρ^0 vector meson. In this case, dispersion theory techniques used to relate F_π(s) to the l = 1 phase shift of ππ scattering [13] and a perturbative analysis (based on the interaction Lagrangian given below in Eq. (6)) of the ρ meson propagator [9, 12] give identical results for the pion electromagnetic form factor. As is well known [14], the Gounaris-Sakurai parametrization [13] gives a very good description of the experimental data for |F_π(s)| extracted from e^+e^− → π^+π^− in a wide kinematical region of the center of mass energy √ s. This equivalence of dispersion relation and field theory approaches for the ρ vector meson propagator gives us good confidence to compute the ρργ vertex in a perturbative framework.

Let us start our discussion with the lowest order propagator (D^{μν}_0 (q)) and electromagnetic vertex (Γ^{μνλ}_0 ) of the ρ^± vector meson. Using the conventions given in Fig. 1a we have

D^{μν}_0 (q) = i −g^{μν} + q^μq^νm_2 q^2 − m^2 = − iT^{μν}(q) q^2 − m^2 + iL^{μν} (q) m^2

, (1)

where T^{μν}(q) ≡ g^{μν} − q^μq^ν/q^2 and L^{μν} (q) ≡ q^μq^ν/q^2 are the transverse and longitudinal projectors, respectively. On the other hand, Lorentz covariance and CP-invariance impose the electromagnetic vertex to be given by [15] (vector mesons are taken as virtual and the photon is real; the momenta flow as shown in Fig. 2a)

eΓ^{μνλ}_0 = e ( (q_1 + q_2)^μg^{νλ} + (k^ν g^{μλ} − k^λg^{μν} )β(0) − q^ν_1 g^{μλ} − q^λ_2 g^{μν} ) . (2)

In the previous equation e denotes the positron charge, and β(0) is the magnetic dipole moment of the vector meson in units of e/2m_V , with m_V the mass of the vector meson.

The special value β(0) = 2, which is considered as a criterion of elementarity [16], would correspond to the canonical value of the giromagnetic ratio. Also, it has been shown [17] that this is the natural value of the magnetic dipole moment of a composite spin-one system that consists of two spin-1/2 elementary components moving collinearly, with equal charge/mass ratios (e_1/m_1 = e_2/m_2). Therefore, deviations from this canonical value would reflect the dynamics of the internal structure of the meson. For example, as obtained from different phenomenological quark models, the magnetic dipole moment of the ρ(770) and K^∗(892) vector mesons are predicted to be [18]: β_ρ(0) ≈ 2.2 ∼ 3.0 and β_K� (0) ≈ 2.37 in the corresponding units of e/2m_V .

We can easily check that Eqs. (1) and (2) satisfy the lowest order electromagnetic Ward identity given by k_μΓ^{μνλ}_0 = [iD^{νλ}_0 (q_1)]^{−1} − [iD^{νρ}_0 (q_2)]^{−1} . (3) In order to satisfy the Ward identity in the presence of a finite width of the vector meson, let us follow a method similar to Refs. [10]. Following the usual procedure [10], we add the absorptive correction shown in Fig. 1b to the lowest order propagator and we perform the Dyson summation of these graphs to end with the next form of the dressed propagator: D_{μν} (q) = − iT^{μν}(q) q^2 − m^2 + iImΠ^T (q^2) + iL^{μν} (q) m^2 − iImΠ^L(q^2)

, (4) where ImΠ^T (q^2) and ImΠ^L(q^2) are the transverse and longitudinal pieces of the absorptive part of the self-energy correction:

ImΠ^{μν} (q) = ImΠ^T (q^2)T^{μν}(q) + ImΠ^L(q^2)L^{μν} (q). (5)

The Feynman rules needed to evaluate the absorptive corrections can be obtained from the gauged version of the V P P interaction Lagrangian: L = ig √ 2 Tr (V_μP D^μP − V_μD^μP P ) (6)

where V_μ = λ_aV^a_μ / √ 2 and P = λ_aP^a/ √ 2 (λ_a the Gell-Mann matrices) stand for the SU(3) octet of vector and pseudoscalar mesons and, g ≈ 6.0 is the ρππ coupling constant obtained from ρ → ππ. The matrix form of the photonic covariant derivative is D^μP = ∂^μP + ie[Q, P ]A^μ where Q = diag(2/3, −1/3, −1/3) is the quark-charge matrix and A_μ is the electromagnetic four-potential.

Using cutting techniques and the Feynman rules obtained from Eq. (6), the absorptive part of the self-energy correction becomes (see Fig. 1b)

ImΠ^{μν}(q) = − g^2λ^{1/2}(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 )

64π^2q^2 ∫ dΩ(2p − q)^μ(2p − q)^νθ(q^2 − (m_π + m_π0 )^2) . (7)

Using the results given in the appendix B for the one-point integrals and the decomposition given in Eq. (5) we get:

ImΠ^T (q^2) = √ q^2Γ_ρ(q^2) , (8)

ImΠ^L(q^2) = − g^2λ^{1/2}(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 ) 16π ( m^2_π − m^2_π0 q^2 )2 , (9)

where λ(x, y, z) ≡ x^2 + y^2 + z^2 − 2xy − 2xz − 2yz, m_π (m_π0 ) denotes the charged (neutral) pion mass, and Γ_ρ(q^2) = g^2 48πq^2 ( λ(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 ) q^2 )3/2 (10)

denotes the energy-dependent (or off-shell) decay width of the ρ meson. Therefore, the denominator in Eq. (4) gets the Breit-Wigner shape used to describe the energy distribution typical of a resonance.

The absorptive corrections to the electromagnetic vertex can be computed from the cut diagrams shown in Fig. 2(b) − (e). The relevant Feynman rules describing the ρππ and ρππγ vertices are obtained from the Lagrangian density given above. A lengthly but straightforward evaluation of the four Feynman graphs in Figures 2 leads to the following form for the full electromagnetic vertex (see appendices A and B for details):

eΓ^{μνλ} = e(Γ^{μνλ}_0 + Γ^{μνλ}_1 ) , (11)

where the absorptive correction is given by

eΓ^{μνλ}_1 = d∑ i=a I^{μνλ}(i) , (12) with the I^{μνλ}(i) terms as given in the appendix A. In the right hand side of Eq. (12) we will drop terms proportional to k^μ because we are considering the electromagnetic vertex with a real photon and two virtual vector mesons, and k^μ terms do not contribute to the Ward identity or the τ → ππνγ decay amplitude.

It is straightforward to check that the explicit results obtained for the electromagnetic vertex (Eq. (11)) and the propagator (Eq. (4)) of the ρ^± vector meson satisfy the electromagnetic Ward identity:

k_μΓ^{μνλ} = [iD^{νλ}(q_1)]^{−1} − [iD^{νλ}(q_2)]^{−1} (13)

or, in terms of the absorptive one-loop corrections, it reads:

k_μΓ^{μνλ}_1 = iImΠ^{νλ}(q_1) − iImΠ^{νλ}(q_2) . (14)

After we have proved that electromagnetic gauge-invariance is satisfied with the two- and three-point Green functions given in (4) and (11), it is interesting to consider two special cases. The first is to realize that in the limit of isospin symmetry, namely m_π = m_π0 , the longitudinal piece of the absorptive self-energy correction (see Eq. (9)) vanishes and we obtain the explicit expressions:

D^{μν}_I (q) = i −g^{μν} + q^μq^νm_2 (1 + iγ_I (q^2)) q^2 − m^2 + iγ_I (q^2)q^2 , (15)

Γ^{μνλ}_1 (I) = g^2 16π(q^2_1 − q^2) { B_1F^{μν}_1 k^λ + B_2F^{μλ}_2 k^ν + A_1q^μ_1 T^{νλ}_1 − A_2q^μ_2 T^{νλ}_2 , + ( (A_1 + B_1)[F^{μλ}_1 F^{αν}_1 + F^{μν}_1 F^{αλ}_1 ](q_1)_α − (1 → 2) )} . (16) where the tensors F^{αβ}_i and T^{αβ}_i are defined in Appendix A, and γ_I (q^2) ≡ Γ_I (q^2)/ √ q^2, with Γ_I (q^2) the width of the vector meson Eq. (10) taken in the isospin symmetry limit. The coefficients A_i, B_i (i = 1, 2) that appear in Eq. (16) are functions of q^2_i defined by:

A_i =

2(q^4_i − 4q^2_i m^2_π)^{3/2} 3q^4_i

, (17)

B_i = 2m^2_π ln q^2_i + √ q^4_i − 4q^2_i m^2_π q^2_i − √ q^4_i − 4q^2_i m^2_π − √ q^4_i − 4q^2_i m^2_π . (18)

A second interesting case is the limit of massless pseudoscalar mesons (m_π → 0) appearing in the loop corrections (we will attach a label ch, for chiral, to the corresponding results). In this case A_i → 2q^2_i /3, B_i → −q^2_i , hence the propagator and the electromagnetic vertex of Eqs. (15) and (16) get the simple forms:

D^{μν}_{ch} (q) = i −g^{μν} + q^μq^νm_2 (1 + iγ) q^2 − m^2 + iγq^2 , (19) Γ^{μνλ}_1 (ch) = iγΓ^{μνλ}_0 , (20)

where γ = Γ/m with Γ = Γ_ρ(q^2 = m^2) as given by Eq. (10) in the chiral limit.

Observe that Eq. (19) can be rewritten as :

D^{μν}_{ch} (q) = i −g^{μν} + q^μq^ν m^2_ρ − im_ρΓ_ρ (1 + iγ_ρ)(q^2 − m^2_ρ + im_ρΓ_ρ) , (21)

if we redefine the mass and width of the unstable meson according to [19]:

m_ρ = m √ 1 + γ^2

, γ_ρ =

Γ_ρ m_ρ = Γ m = γ . (22)

The form of propagator for the unstable charged spin-one particle given in Eq. (21), was derived in ref. [20] in general terms. This form has the advantage to maintain gaugeinvariance of an amplitude that involves this resonance as an intermediate state.

Eqs. (19) and (20) are identical to the results obtained for the absorptive corrections to the propagator and the electromagnetic vertex of the W gauge boson in the fermion loop-scheme, when fermions running in the loops are massless [10]. This is an interesting result because gauge-invariance restricts the form of the two- and three-point Green functions for the W and ρ particles to be the same, despite the fact the origin of these corrections (loops with fermions and bosons, respectively) is very different in each case. Based on this observation, we might conclude that the absorptive parts of the one-loop corrections (with massless particles in the loop) to the propagator and electromagnetic vertex of charged spin-one unstable particles have the universal forms given in Eqs. (19) and (20).

3. Contributions to the τ ! ππνγ amplitude

In this section we compute the gauge-invariant amplitude for the τ^− → π^−π^0ν_τ γ decay. This amplitude can be computed in a simple way following Low’s theorem procedure of attaching the photon to the external charged particles of the non-radiative process and fixing the contributions from internal lines emission by requiring gauge invariance (see for example [9]. This method however does not allow to fix the contribution of the ρ^± magnetic dipole moment because this term is gauge-invariant by itself. Therefore, we use a dynamical model that incorporates the electromagnetic vertex and the propagator of the intermediate ρ^± unstable vector meson given in the previous section.

Our convention for the four momenta and polarization four-vectors of the particles are indicated in Figure 3. We find convenient to introduce the following four-vectors: Q = p − p^′ = q + q^′ + k and Q^′ = q + q^′ (Q^{′2} is the squared invariant mass of the two-pion system), such that the energy-momentum conservation is expressed through Q = Q^′ + k. Since the photon is real, we have the conditions:

k·ϵ = k^2 = 0 Q·k = Q^′ ·k = (Q^2 − Q^{′2})/2 .

We can split the amplitude according to the two types of contributions:

M = M(ρ) + M(MD) , (23)

where M(ρ) denotes the contributions involving only the ρ meson as intermediate states (Figs. 3(a-d)), and M(MD), which we call model-dependent terms, denotes the remaining (Figs. 3(e-h)) contributions. We will focus our attention on the first term on Eq. (23), since we expect the pure ρ contributions to dominate the process for values of the two-pion invariant mass distribution in the vicinity of the ρ meson mass.

In the evaluation of the different contributions to M(ρ) we use the electromagnetic vertex and the propagator of the ρ vector meson given in Eqs. (20) and (21), i.e. with the absorptive corrections for massless pseudoscalars. As we can check, the simple form given in Eq. (21) does not exactly account for the measured Breit-Wigner shape of the two-pion invariant mass distribution of the τ → ππν_τ decay [2]. However, we can use this simple form for the purposes to estimate the effects of the ρ^± magnetic dipole moment in the two-pion invariant mass distribution close to the ρ resonance region.

After some simplifications, the pure ρ contributions to the amplitude can be written as follows: M(ρ) = G_F V_{ud} √ 2 egg_ρ {l^αH_α + l^{′α}H^′_α} × 1 1 + iγ_ρ , (24)

where the factor [1 + iγ_ρ]^{−1} arises from the denominator in Eq. (21). The other factors in Eq. (24) denote the following: G_F is the Fermi constant, V_{ud} is the ud Cabibbo-Kobayashi- Maskawa matrix element, and g_ρ ≈ 0.166 GeV^2 (see for example ref. [22]) denote the strength of the W − ρ^+ coupling. The four-vectors l^α, l^{′α}, H_α, H^′_α are leptonic and hadronic currents defined as follows:

l^α = ū(p^′)γ^α(1 − γ_5)u(p), (25) l^{′α} = ū(p^′)γ^α(1 − γ_5) ( ̸k ̸ϵ −2p·k ) u(p), (26)

H_α = 1 Q^2 − ~m^2_ρ { −a(q − q^′)_α − ( 1 + 2q·k Q^{′2} − ~m^2_ρ β(0) ) c_α −4a ( 1 − β(0) 2 ) ( Q_α ~m^2_ρ ) q·kQ·k Q^{′2} − ~m^2_ρ + Q·k Q^{′2} − ~m^2_ρ β(0)d_α }

+ b Q^{′2} − ~m^2_ρ (q − q^′)_α , (27)

H^′_α = − (q − q^′)_α Q^{′2} − ~m^2_ρ , (28)

where ~m^2_ρ ≡ m^2_ρ − im_ρΓ_ρ is the ρ pole position.

The quantities a, b, c_α and d_α in Eq. (27) denote gauge invariant factors defined as follows: a = q·ϵ q·k − Q·ϵ Q·k , (29) b = p·ϵ p·k − Q·ϵ Q·k , (30)

c_α = q·ϵ q·k k_α − ϵ_α , (31)

d_α = Q·ϵ Q·k k_α − ϵ_α . (32)

The four-vectors c_α, d_α satisfy the following conditions: k·c = k·d = 0, (33) ϵ·c = ϵ·d = 1, (34) c·c = d·d = c·d = −1, (35) Q·c = (Q·k)a, Q·d = 0, (36) q·c = 0, q·d = −(q·k)a, (37) p·c = p·k(a − b), p·d = −(p·k)b . (38) Since Eqs. (29)-(32) vanish identically when ϵ → k, electromagnetic gauge-invariance of the decay amplitude is guaranteed.

4. Effects of the magnetic dipole moment in the differential distribution of photons

In this section we discuss the effects of the magnetic dipole moment of the ρ meson in the differential decay distribution of photons in the τ → ππνγ decay. We shall start our analysis by fixing the kinematics.

A four body decay can be described in terms of five independent kinematical variables. In the rest frame of the τ lepton we choose them as follows: the charged pion energy (E), the total energy of the two pion system (Q^′_0), the photon energy (ω), the angle between the photon and charged pion three-momenta (θ) and the squared invariant mass of the two-pion system (Q^{′2}). Based on our experience with the analysis of the magnetic dipole moment effects in the radiative decay [5] and production [6] processes of the ρ^+ meson, we will focus on the distribution of radiated photons at small values of θ . Furthermore, in order to suppress the contributions due to diagrams in Figs. 3(e-h), we will include also the distribution in the two-pion invariant mass and set Q^{′2} = m^2_ρ.

In terms of these variables, the differential decay rate in the rest frame of the τ lepton can be written as follows: dΓ dQ^{′2}dωd cos θ = 1 32m_τ (2π)^5 ∫ Q0max_0 Q0^{min}0 |M(ρ)|^2 √ 1 − 4m^2_π Q^{′2} dQ^′_0 , (39)

where |M(ρ)|^2 is the unpolarized decay probability averaged over the τ lepton polarizations.

The limits of the integration region in Eq. (39) are given by: Q^{′min}_0 = (m_τ − 2ω)^2 + Q^{′2} 2(m_τ − 2ω) Q^{′max}_0 = m^2_τ + Q^{′2} 2m_τ . In Fig. 4 we plot the differential distribution given in Eq. (39) as a function of the photon energy for a fixed value of the small angle θ (=15^0) and by setting Q^{′2} = m^2_ρ. The different curves correspond to three different values of the magnetic dipole moment of the vector meson: β(0) = 1 (lower dotted curve), β(0) = 2 (solid line) and β(0) = 3 (upper dotted curve). These plots are not as sensitive to the effects of the ρ^+ magnetic dipole moment as their corresponding counterparts in radiative ρ^+ decay [5] and production [6]. However, the observable Eq. (39) increases by more than 30 % in a wide range of photon energies when β(0) increases by one unit of e/2m_ρ with respect to its canonical value. This is interesting because the quark model predictions [18] for the ρ^+ magnetic dipole moment lie systematically above β(0) = 2.

One of the reasons for the lost of sensitivity of the angular and energy distributions of photons in τ → ππν_τ γ with respect to ρ^+ → π^+π^0γ (or τ^− → ρ^−ν_τ γ) decays, is that the effects of the magnetic dipole moment in the former enter at order ω while in the second it does at order ω^0.

5. Summary and conclusions.

In this paper we have analyzed the contribution of the ρ^+(770) vector meson to the τ → ππν_τ γ decay with the aim to study the effects of its magnetic dipole moment in this reaction. We have introduced a dynamical model to incorporate the finite width effects (which we call boson loop-scheme) of the vector meson that is consistent with electromagnetic gauge invariance. In this boson loop-scheme, the finite width is naturally incorporated by adding the absorptive parts of the one loop corrections to the propagator and electromagnetic vertex of the ρ^± vector meson. The results obtained for these Green functions in the chiral limit (loops with massless pseudoscalars) are identical to those obtained in the fermion-loop scheme [10] (with massless fermions) for the W^± gauge boson.

As is known [21], the decay amplitude for the τ → ππν_τγ can be rendered gauge-invariant in a simple form (with an arbitrary form of the ρ^± vector meson propagator) by computing the photon emission from external lines and fixing internal contributions by imposing gauge invariance on the total amplitude. This method, however, does not permit to fix the contribution of the ρ^± magnetic dipole moment because this term is gauge-invariant by itself. This is the reason to require the use of a dynamical model to incorporate the ρργ vertex and the finite width effects in a consistent way.

In the present analysis of the τ lepton radiative decay we have suppressed the modeldependent contributions by setting the invariant mass of the two pions to the rho meson mass value. As is known [21] these contributions would enter the decay amplitude at the same order in the photon energy as it does the magnetic moment of the ρ^± vector meson. The photon energy spectrum in the τ decay considered, taken at small angles of photon emission (with respect to the final charged pion), is not as sensitive to the effects of the magnetic dipole moment as in the case of decay [5] or production [6] processes of the vector meson. However, the observable given in Eq. (39) shows an appreciable sensitivity when β(0) increases its value with respect to its canonical value.

To conclude, let us emphasize the pertinence of the present work. In our previous papers [5, 6] the vector meson was assumed to be stable. That would be a good approximation if the production (decay) process could be separated experimentally from the decay (production) mechanism in a model-independent way and/or if some appropriate kinematical cuts allowed the isolation of these partial processes to be done. On the other hand, from a conceptual point of view, the representation of a vector meson as an asymptotic state in the evaluation of the S-matrix amplitude (as done in refs. [5, 6]) is not completely justified because this vector meson is a broad resonance. Those difficulties justify the relevance of the present work.

Acknowledgements We are grateful to J. Pestieau for enlightening discussions and for calling to our attention Refs. [9, 12].

Appendix A : absorptive corrections to the electromagnetic vertex.

The flow of particle momenta in the absorptive corrections to the electromagnetic vertex of the ρ^± vector meson is indicated in Figures 2(b) − (e). The absorptive amplitudes corresponding to the different contributions in Fig. 3 are given, respectively, by: I^{μνλ}(a) = 1eg^2 8π^2 ∫ d^3p 2E d^3p^′ 2E^′ δ^4(q_2 − p + p^′)

2p^μ(k + p + p^′)^ν(p + p^′)^λ 2p·k , (40) I^{μνλ}(b) = eg^2 8π^2 ∫ d^3p 2E d^3p^′ 2E^′ δ^4(q_1 − p + p^′)

2p^μ(p + p^′)^ν (p + p^′ − k)^λ −2p·k , (41) I^{μνλ}(c) = − eg^2 8π^2 ∫ d^3p 2E d^3p^′ 2E^′ δ^4(q_2 − p + p^′)g^{μν} (p + p^′)^λ , (42) I^{μνλ}(d) = − eg^2 8π^2 ∫ d^3p 2E d^3p^′ 2E^′ δ^4(q_1 − p + p^′)g^{μλ}(p + p^′)^ν . (43)

Let us define the factors U_i ≡ eg^2λ^{1/2}(q^2_i , m^2_π, m_π0 )/(32π^2q^2_i ) (i = 1, 2).

Since the photon is real, we can drop the terms proportional to k^μ in the evaluation of the above integrals. The integration of Eqs. (40)-(43) with the help of the results from appendix B give:

2I^{μνλ}(a) U_2

= 2b_1(q^2) ( (k − q_2)^ν F^{μλ}_2 − q^λ_2 F^{μν}_2 ) + 4f_2(q^2) ( k^λF^{μν}_2 + k^ν F^{μλ}_2 ) +4f_1(q^2) ( q^λ_2 F^{μν}_2 + q^ν_2 F^{μλ}_2 + q^μ_2 T^{νλ}_2 ) (44) + 4πΔ^2 q_2·k q^μ_2 q^λ_2 q^2 ( k^ν +

Δ^2 q^2 q^ν_2 )

2I^{μνλ}(b) U_1

= 2b_1(q^2_1) ( (q_1 + k)^λF^{μν}_1 + q^ν_1 F^{μλ}_1 ) − 4f_2(q^2_1) ( k^λF^{μν}_1 + k^ν F^{μλ}_1 ) −4f_1(q^2_1) ( q^λ_1 F^{μν}_1 + q^ν_1 F^{μλ}_1 + q^μ_1 T^{νλ}_1 ) (45) 1 4πΔ q_1 ·k q^μ_1 q^ν_1 q^2_1 ( Δ^2 q^2_1 q^λ_1 − k^λ )

2I^{μνλ}(c) U_2 = − 4πΔ^2

q^2 q^λ_2 g^{μν} , (46) 2I^{μνλ}(d) U_1 = − 4πΔ^2

q^2_1 q^ν_1 g^{μλ} , (47)

where Δ^2 = m^2_π − m^2_π0 . The f_i, a_i and b_i coefficients are functions of q^2_k (k = 1, 2), and their explicit forms are given in the appendix B. The second rank tensors are defined as

F^{μν}_i ≡ g^{μν} − q^μ_i k^ν /(q_i·k) and T^{μν}_i ≡ g^{μν} − q^μ_i q^ν_i /q^2_i . Note that F^{μν}_1 = F^{μν}_2 , because q_1·k = q_2·k and we can drop terms proportional to k^μ. Note also that F^{μν}_i are not symmetric tensors.

Adding up the four contributions we obtain the absorptive part of the electromagnetic vertex corrections as follows: eΓ^{μνλ}_1 = d∑ i=a I^{μνλ}(i) . (48)

Appendix B: Tensor integrals.

In the evaluation of the absorptive corrections we need to compute different tensor integrals that appear in the two- and three-point Green functions. The explicit form of these integrals are:

(i). Two-point integrals

In this case we have only one available external momenta (q) and the metric tensor to express the integrals: ∫ dΩp^α = 2π q^2

(q^2 + Δ^2)q^α (49) ∫ dΩp^αp^β = π 3q^2 { 4 ( λ(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 ) + 3q^2m^2_π ) q^αq^β q^2

− λ(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 )g^{αβ} } (50) ∫ dΩp^αp^βp^γ = − π(q^2 + Δ^2)

6q^4 { λ(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 )(g^{αβ}q^γ + g^{αγ}q^β + g^{βγ}q^α) −2 ( λ(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 ) q^2

+ 2m^2_π ) q^αq^βq^γ } . (51)

(ii). Three-point integrals

Here, there are two independent external momenta at our disposal (q and k) and the metric tensor to express the integrals. ∫ dΩ p·k = N (52) ∫ dΩp^α = 2π ( 1 + Δ^2 q^2 ) q^α (53)

∫ dΩ p^α p·k = a_1q^α + a_2k^α (54) ∫ dΩ p^αp^β p·k = b_1 ( g^{αβ} − k^αq^β + k^αq^β q·k ) + b_2q^αq^β + b_3k^αk^β (55) ∫ dΩ p^αp^βp^γ p·k = f_1 ( F^{αβ}q^γ + F^{βγ}q^α + F^{γα}q^β ) + f_2 ( g^{αβ}k^γ + g^{βγ}k^α + g^{αγ}k^β )

+f_3q^αq^βq^γ + f_4k^αk^βk^γ −

2f_2 q·k ( k^αk^βq^γ + k^αq^βk^γ + q^αk^βk^γ ) , (56)

where F^{αβ} ≡ g^{αβ} − q^αq^β/q^2.

The factors N, a_i, b_i and f_i are functions of the scalar q^2:

N(q^2) = 2π √ q^2 q·kEv ln ( 1 + v 1 − v ) (57)

a_1(q^2) = 4π q·k (58)

a_2(q^2) = 2πq^2 (q·k)^2 [ 1 v ln ( 1 + v 1 − v ) − 2 ] (59)

b_1(q^2) = πE √ q^2 q·k [ (1 − v^2) v ln (1 + v 1 − v ) − 2 ] (60)

b_2(q^2) = 4πE q·k √ q^2

(61)

b_3(q^2) = πEq^4 (q·k)^3 √ q^2 [ (3 − v^2) v ln (1 + v 1 − v ) − 6 ] (62)

f_1(q^2) = −

4πE^2v^2 3(q·k) (63)

f_2(q^2) = πE^2q^2 (q·k)^2 [ 4v^2 3 + (1 − v^2) v ln ( 1 + v 1 − v ) − 2 ] (64)

f_3(q^2) = 4πE^2 3(q·k)q^2 (3 + v^2) (65)

f_4(q^2) = πE^2q^4 (q·k)^4 [ (5 − 3v^2) v ln ( 1 + v 1 − v ) + 8v^2 3 − 10 ] , (66)

where E = (q^2 + Δ^2)/(2 √ q^2) and v = λ^{1/2}(q^2, m^2_π, m^2_π0 )/(q^2 + Δ^2).

References

[1] Particle Data Group, C. Caso et al, Eur. Phys. J. C3, 1 (1998). [2] J. Urheim, Nucl. Phys. B (PS) 55C, 359 (1997); R. Alemany, ibid p. 341. [3] M. Davier and A. Hocker, Phys. Lett. B435, 427 (1998). [4] M. T. Dova, P. Lacentre, J. Swain, and L. Taylor, JHEP 9907:026 (1999). [5] G. López Castro and G. Toledo Sánchez, Phys. Rev. D56, 4408 (1997). For earlier related works see: P. Singer, Phys. Rev. 130, 2441 (1963); Erratum ibid 161, 1694 (1967); R. Shtokhamer and P. Singer, Phys. Rev. D7, 790 (1973).

[6] G. López Castro and G. Toledo Sánchez, Phys. Rev. D60, 053004 (1999). [7] R. G. Stuart, Phys. Lett. B262, 113 (1991); Phys. Rev. Lett. 70, 3193 (1993); H.

Veltman, Z. Phys. C62, 35 (1994); J. Papavassiliou and A. Pilaftsis, Phys. Rev. Lett. 75, 3060 (1995); Phys. Rev. D53, 2128 (1996).

[8] A. Bernicha, G. López Castro and J. Pestieau, Phys. Rev. D50, 4454 (1994); Phys. Rev.

D53, 4089 (1996).

[9] L. Florent, Memoire de Licence, Université de Louvain, Belgium (1997). [10] U. Baur and D. Zeppenfeld, Phys. Rev. Lett. 75, 1002 (1995); E. N. Argyres et al, Phys. Lett. B358, 339 (1995); M. Beuthe, R. González Felipe, G. López Castro, and J. Pestieau, Nucl. Phys. B498, 55 (1997); C. Papadopoulos et al, Nucl Phys. B500, 255 (1997).

[11] K. Nishijima, Fields and Particles: field theory and dispersion relations, (Benjamin, Inc, New York, 1969). See chapter 8.

[12] A. Bernicha, Diplome d’Etudes Approfondies, Université de Louvain, Belgium (1996). [13] G. J. Gounaris and J. J. Sakurai, Phys. Rev. Lett. 21, 244 (1968). [14] L. M. Barkov et al, Nucl. Phys. B256, 365 (1985).

[15] T. D. Lee and C. N. Yang, Phys. Rev. 128, 885 (1962).

[16] S. Weinberg, in Lectures on Elementary Particles and Quantum Field Theory, eds. S.

Deser, M. Grisaru, and H. Pendleton (MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, 1970); S. Ferrara, M. Porrati, and V. L. Teledgi, Phys. Rev. D46, 3529 (1992); R. Jackiw, Phys. Rev. D57, 2635 (1998).

[17] S. J. Brodsky and J. R. Hiller, Phys. Rev. D46, 2141 (1992).

[18] K. L. Mitchel and P. C. Tandy, Phys. Rev. C55, 1477 (1997); M. A. Pichowsky and T.-S. Lee, Phys. Rev. C56, 1644 (1997); M. B. Hecht and B. H. J. McKellar, Phys. Rev. C57, 2638 (1998); F. T. Hawes and M. A. Pichowsky, Phys. Rev. C59, 1753 (1999).

[19] D.Yu. Bardin, A. Leike, T. Riemann, and M. Sachwitz, Phys. Lett. B206 ,539 (1988). [20] G. López Castro, J. L. Lucio M., and J. Pestieau, Mod. Phys. Lett. A6, 3679 (1991);

Int. Jour. Mod. Phys. A11, 563 (1996).

[21] F. E. Low, Phys. Rev. 110, 974 (1958); H. Chew, Phys. Rev. 123, 377 (1961); J.

Pestieau, Phys. Rev. 160, 1555 (1967).

[22] G. López Castro and D. A. López Falcón, Phys. Rev. D54, 4400 (1996).

Figure 1: Propagator of the ρ^+ meson: (a) tree level, (b) one-loop π^+π^0 absorptive correction.

Figure 2: Electromagnetic vertex of the ρ^+ meson: (a) tree level, (b)-(e) one-loop π^+π^0 absorptive correction.

Figure 3: Feynman diagrams for the τ → ππν_τγ decay: (a)-(d) pure ρ^+ contributions, and (e)-(h) model-dependent contributions.

Figure 4: Two-pion invariant mass and angular-energy photon distributions in τ → ππν_τ γ decay for θ = 15^0 and Q^{′2} = m^2_ρ: solid line β(0) = 2, upper dotted line β(0) = 3 and lower dotted line β(0) = 1.