arXiv:hep-th/0101149 v2 27 May 2001

Particle creation by moving spherical shell in the dynamical Casimir effect

M. R. Setare^{1 �}and A. A. Saharian^{2y} 1 Department of Physics, Sharif University of Technology, Tehran, Iran and 2Department of Physics, Yerevan State University, Yerevan, Armenia

May 27, 2001

Abstract

The creation of massless scalar particles from the quantum vacuum by spherical shell with time varying radius is studied. In the general case of motion the equations are derived for the instantaneous basis expansion coefficients. The examples are considered when the mean number of particles can be explicitly evaluated in the adiabatic approximation.

�E-mail: Mreza@physics.sharif.ac.ir yE-mail: saharyan@www.physdep.r.am

1 Introduction

The Casimir effect is one of the most interesting manifestations of nontrivial properties of the vacuum state in a quantum field theory (for reviews see [1, 2, 3, 4]) and can be viewed as a polarization of vacuum by boundary conditions. A new phenomenon, a quantum creation of particles (the dynamical Casimir effect) occurs when the geometry of the system varies in time. In two dimensional spacetime and for conformally invariant fields the problem with dynamical boundaries can be mapped to the corresponding static problem and hence allows a complete study (see [2, 4] and references therein). In higher dimensions the problem is much more complicated and is solved for some simple geometries. The vacuum stress induced by uniform acceleration of a perfectly reflecting plane is considered in [5]. The corresponding problem for a sphere expanding in the four-dimensional spacetime with constant acceleration is investigated by Frolov and Serebriany [6, 7] in the perfectly reflecting case and by Frolov and Singh [8] for semi-transparent boundaries. For more general cases of motion by vibrating cavities the problem of particle and energy creation is considered on the base of various perturbation methods [9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16](for more complete list of references see [16]). It have been shown that a gradual accumulation of small changes in the quantum state of the field could result in a significant observable effect. A new application of the dynamical Casimir effect has recently appeared in connection with the suggestion by Schwinger [17] that the photon production associated with changes in the quantum electrodynamic vacuum state arising from a collapsing dielectric bubble could be relevant for sonoluminescence (the phenomenon of light emission by a sound-driven gas bubble in a fluid [18]). For the further developments and discussions this quantum-vacuum approach see [21, 19, 20, 22, 23] and references therein. In the present paper we consider particle creation from the quantum scalar vacuum by expanding or contracting spherical shell with Dirichlet boundary conditions. In next section we derive the equations for the instantaneous basis expansion coefficients and the formula for the Bogoliubov coefficients. The examples when this coefficients can be explicitly found at adiabatic approximation are discussed in section 3.

2 General consideration

Consider a scalar field φ satisfying Dirichlet boundary condition on the surface of a sphere with time-dependent radius a = a(t): ( ∂^2 ∂t^2 − Δ)φ(x, t) = 0, φ|_{r=a(t)} = 0. (1)

The corresponding eigenfunctions can be expanded in a series with respect to the instantaneous basis φ_α(x) = ∑ β q_{αβ}(t)ϕ_β(x, a(t)), (2) where the collective index α denotes the set of quantum numbers specifying the solution. Here ϕ_β(x, a) exp(−ıωt) are the corresponding eigenfunctions for a static sphere with radius a: ϕ_β (x, a) = √ 2j_l(j_{l,n}r/a) a^{3/2}j^′_l (j_{l,n}) Y_{lm}(θ, φ), (3) β = (l, m, n), l = 0, 1, 2, ..., −l ≤ m ≤ l, n = 1, 2, ..., with j_{l,n} being the n-th zero for the spherical Bessel function j_l(z), j_l(j_{l,n}) = 0, Y_{lm}(θ, φ) is the spherical harmonic. Note that the sets of quantum numbers are the same for static and dynamic cases. Function (2) satisfies boundary condition (1). Putting expression (2) into the field equation (1) we obtain ∑ β { ϕ_β[q̈_{αβ}(t) + ω^2_β (t)q_{αβ}(t)] + 2q̇_{αβ}ϕ̇_β + q_{αβ}ϕ̈_β } = 0, ω_β (t) = j_{l,n}/a(t), (4) where dot stands for the time-derivative. Let us multiply this equation by ϕ^∗_β0 and integrate over the region inside a sphere at a given moment t. Using the orthonormality relation ∫ ϕ_βϕ^∗_β0 d^3x = δ_{ββ}0 , (5)

this yields q̈_{αβ}(t) + ω^2_β (t)q_{αβ}(t) = ∑ β^0

(2q̇_{αβ}0 g_β0_β + q_{αβ}0 g^{(1)}_β0_β ), (6)

where we have introduced notations

g_β0_β = − ∫ ϕ̇_{β0} ϕ^∗_βd^3x, g^{(1)}_{β0β} = − ∫ ϕ̈_{β0} ϕ^∗_βd^3x, (7)

with integrations over the region inside the sphere. The relation between coefficients (7) can be found by making use the completeness condition for eigenfunction (3): ∑ γ ϕ_γ (⃗r)ϕ^∗_γ (⃗r^′) = δ(⃗r − ⃗r^′). (8) This yields g^{(1)}_β0_β = ∂g_β0_β ∂t + ∑ γ g_β0_γ g^∗_{βγ} . (9)

By taking into account this relation we note that the general structure of equations (6) for the instantaneous basis expansion coefficients is similar to that for the plane case. Using the standard orthonormality relations for the spherical harmonic it can be easily seen that g_β0_β = g^l_n0_nδ_{ll}0 δ_{mm}0 , g^{(1)}_β0_β = g^{(1)l}_n0_n δ_{ll}0 δ_{mm}0 . (10) To evaluate the integrals in (7) we use the formula for the integrals involving the Bessel spherical function

∫_1 0 z^2j_l(az)j_l(bz)dz = aj^′_l(a)j_l(b) − bj_l(a)j^′_l(b) b^2 − a^2

. (11)

From this formula the following expression for the coefficients can be obtained

g^l_n0_n = ha^l_n0_n, g^{(1)l}_n0_n = ḣa^l_n0_n + h^2 ∑ p a^l_n0_pa^l_{np}, h = ȧ a , (12)

where

a^l_{nn} = 0, (13)

a^l_n0_n = 2j_{l,n}0 j_{l,n} j^2_{l,n}0 − j^2_{l,n} , n ≠ n^′.

As we see the coefficients g_β0_β0 are antisymmetric. This is a direct consequence of orthonormality relation (5). From expressions (7) it follows that the coefficients q_{αβ} in (2) can be chosen diagonal with respect to the quantum numbers l and m, and are independent on m: q_{ββ}0 = δ_{ll}0 δ_{mm}0 q^l_{nn}0 . (14) Now the expansion for the eigenfunctions takes the form φ_{lmn} = ∞∑ n^0=1 q^l_{nn}0 ϕ_{lmn}0 (x, a(t)), (15) with the following infinite set of coupled differential equations for the coefficients:

q̈^l_{nn}0 + ω^2_{ln}0 (t)q^l_{nn}0 = 2h ∞∑ p=1 q̇^l_{np}a^l_{pn}0 + ḣ ∞∑ p=1 q^l_{np}a^l_{pn}0 + h^2 ∞∑ p,s=1 q^l_{np}a^l_{ps}a^l_n0_s. (16)

If the sphere is asymptotically static at past and future then the in- and out- vacuum states can be defined by using the solutions for coefficients corresponding to the in- and out-modes φ^{(in)}_α (t), φ^{(out)}_α (t) with asymptotics q^{(in)}_{αβ} (t) → e^{−ıωinff t}δ_{αβ}, t → −∞ (17) q^{(out)}_{αβ} (t) → e^{−ıωoutff t}δ_{αβ}, t → ∞, (18) where we use the notations ω^{in}_α = j_{l,n} a_− , ω^{out}_α = j_{l,n} a_+

, a_± = lim_{t→±∞} a(t) (19) for the corresponding eigenfrequencies. The field operator in the Heisenberg representation may be expanded in terms of the corresponding eigenfunctions φ^{(s)}_α = ∑ β q^{(s)}_{αβ} (t)ϕ_β(x, a(t)), s = in, out (20) as φ(x, t) = ∑ α [a^{(s)}_α φ^{(s)}_α + a^{(s)+}_α φ^{(s)∗}_α ]. (21) The in and out vacuum states |in >, |out > are defined in accordance with a^{(s)}_α |s >= 0. (22) The corresponding eigenfunctions are related by the Bogoliubov transformation φ^{(in)}_α = ∑ β (α_{αβ}φ^{(out)}_β + β_{αβ}φ^{(out)∗}_β ), (23)

with Bogoliubov coefficients α_{αβ} and β_{αβ}. Substituting instantaneous basis expansion, multiplying by φ^∗_γ and integrating over the region inside the sphere we obtain the corresponding relation between expansion coefficients: q^{(in)}_{αγ} (t) = ∑ β (α_{αβ}q^{(out)}_{βγ} + β_{αβ}q^{(out)∗}_{βγ} ). (24)

Here we used the formula ∫ ϕ^∗_β ϕ^∗_β0 d^3x = δ_{nn}0 δ_{ll}0 δ_{m,−m}0 , (25)

and the fact that expansion coefficients are independent on m. Now by taking into account relation (14) the Bogoliubov transformation can be written in the form

q^{(in)l}_{nn}0 (t) = ∑ p (α^l_{np}q^{(out)l}_{pn}0 + β^l_{np}q^{(out)l∗}_{pn}0 ). (26)

In particular, taking into account (17), in the limit t → ∞ from (24) we receive

q^{in}_{αγ} (t) = α_{αβ}e^{−iωoutfi t} + β_{αβ}e^{iωoutfi t}, t → +∞. (27)

The mean number of out particles with quantum number α in the in-vacuum state is determined by the Bogoliubov coefficient β_{σα} as < in|N_α|in >= ∑ σ |β_{σα}|^2, β_{σα} = −(φ^{(in)}_σ , φ^{(out)∗}_α ), (28)

with the standard Klein-Gordon scalar product (see, for instance, [4]). From (28) it follows that β_α0_α = β^l_n0_nδ_{ll}0 δ_{m,−m}0 and hence the total number of created scalar particles is given by < in|N|in >= ∑ lmn < in|N_{lmn}|in >= ∞∑ l=0 (2l + 1) ∞∑ n,n^0 =1

|β^l_n0_n|^2 (29)

The coefficients α^l_{np} and β^l_{np} in (24) are determined from the solutions of infinite set of coupled differential equations (16) with time dependent coefficients. The problem can be simplified in limiting cases when various approximations can be used (see, for example, [9]-[16] for the case of plane boundaries). In next section we consider the adiabatic approximation.

3 Adiabatic approximation

From the form of equations (16) it follows that there are two types of effects which lead to the particle creation (see also [15]). The first one, called squeezing of the vacuum, is due to the nonstationary eigenfrequencies ω_{ln}(t) as a result of a dynamical change of the radius of the sphere and is described by the second term on the left of (16). The second one, referred as acceleration effect, is due to the motion of the boundary and comes from the terms on the right of (16). Due to the antisymmetry of the coefficients a^l_{nn}0 the squeezingand acceleration- effects give additive contributions to the number of created particles per mode to first non-vanishing order of perturbation theory. In this section we will consider the squeezing contribution to the number of particles. Note that when the sphere is moving on a time scale slow on the scale of the created quanta frequencies (adiabatic approximation)(see [11] and references therein) the terms on the right of (16) containing the derivatives of the sphere radius are small and the squeezing effect is dominant. In the adiabatic approximation the matrix q_{αβ} can be chosen in diagonal form q_{αβ} = q_αδ_{αβ} and q^l_{nn}0 = q_{ln}δ_{nn}0 and from (16) we receive

q̈_{ln}(t) + ω^2_{ln}(t)q_{ln}(t) = 0. (30)

As it follows from (16) the necessary conditions for the adiabatic approximation are ȧ^2, aä ≪ j^2_{l,n}. (31) As an example let us consider an exactly solvable case when a(t) = 1 √ A + B tanh(t/t_0) , A > |B|, (32) where A, B and t_0 are constants. This motion corresponds to the sphere contraction for B > 0 and expansion for B < 0. The corresponding frequencies are ω_{ln}(t) = j_{l,n} √ A + B tanh(t/t_0), (33) ω^{in}_{ln} = j_{l,n} a(−∞) = j_{l,n} √ A − B, ω^{out}_{ln} = j_{l,n} a(∞) = j_{l,n} √ A + B. (34)

Now we need to solve the equation (30) with ω_{l,n}(t) given by (33). The corresponding solutions are given by hypergeometric function. The normalized in- and out- modes are given by formula [4]

q^s_{ln}(t) = (2ω^s_{ln})^{−1/2} exp[−ıω^+_{ln}t − ıω^−_{ln}t_0 ln[2 cosh(t/t_0)]] × ×_2F_1(1 + ıω^−_{ln}t_0, ıω^−_{ln}t_0; 1 ∓ ıω^s_{ln}t_0; 1 2 (1 ± tanh(t/t_0))), s = in, out, (35)

where uper/lower sign corresponds to the in/out- modes, and ω^±_{ln} = 1 2 (ω^{out}_{ln} ± ω^{in}_{ln}). (36)

Using the diagonality for the coefficients q^l_{nn}0 over nn^′ we conclude that the same is the case for Bogoliubov coefficients in (26):

α^l_{nn}0 = α_{ln}δ_{nn}0 , β^l_{nn}0 = β_{ln}δ_{nn}0 . (37) Now the Bogoliubov transformation (26) can be written as

q^{(in)}_{ln} = α_{ln}q^{(out)}_{ln} + β_{ln}q^{(out)∗}_{ln} . (38) Using the linear relation between hypergeometic functions, similar to [4] for the coefficients in this formula one finds α_{ln} = ( ω^{out}_{ln} ω^{in}_{ln} )_{1/2} Γ(1 − ıω^{in}_{ln}t_0)Γ(−ıω^{out}_{ln} t_0) Γ(−ıω^+_{ln}t_0)Γ(1 − ıω^+_{ln}t_0))

, (39)

β_{ln} = ( ω^{out}_{ln} ω^{in}_{ln} )_{1/2} Γ(1 − ıω^{in}_{ln}t_0)Γ(ıω^{out}_{ln} t_0) Γ(ıω^−_{ln}t_0)Γ(1 + ıω^−_{ln}t_0)

. (40)

The mean number of particles produced through the modulation of the single scalar mode is < in|N_{ln}|in >= |β_{ln}|^2 = sinh^2(πω^−_{ln}t_0) sinh(πω^{in}_{ln}t_0) sinh(πω^{out}_{ln} t_0)

. (41)

The total number of particles produced is obtained by taking the sum over all the oscillation modes inside the sphere: < in|N|in >= ∞∑ l=0 (2l + 1) ∞∑ n=1 sinh^2[πj_{l,n}t_0( √ A + B − √ A − B)/2] sinh(πj_{l,n}t_0 √ A − B) sinh(πj_{l,n}t_0 √ A + B) . (42)

Therefore the energy related to the particles production inside the sphere is given by E = ∞∑ l=0 ∞∑ n=1 N_{ln}ω^{out}_{l,n} = ∞∑ l=0 ∞∑ n=1 (2l+1) sinh^2[πj_{l,n}t_0( √ A + B − √ A − B)/2] sinh(πj_{l,n}t_0 √ A − B) sinh(πj_{l,n}t_0 √ A + B) j_{l,n} √ A + B. (43) It can be seen that the similar results may be obtained for another type of boundary conditions, for instance, for the Neumann or more general Robin conditions taking instead of j_{l,n} the corresponding eigenvalues.

As an another example let us consider the case in which the sphere radius varies as (for the corresponding problem in the case of parallel plates see [11])

a(t) = a_0 [ 1 + b^2 cosh^2(t/t_0) ]_{−1/2} (44)

with a_0, b, t_0 being constants. This function describes a pulse with characteristic duration t_0 and modulation strength b. As in the previous example the corresponding in- and outsolutions to equation (30) can be expressed in terms of hypergeometric function (see, for instance, [24]). Expanding in-modes in terms of the out functions for the mean number of scalar particles with a given mode one receives < in|N_{ln}|in >= cos^2[(π/2) √ 1 + (2j_{l,n}bt_0/a_0)^2] sinh^2(πj_{l,n}t_0/a_0)

. (45)

An alternative way to obtain this result is o use the corresponding quantum mechanical reflection probability given in [24]. Now we can find the total energy released by adding the energy of each quantum: E = 1 a_0 ∞∑ l=0 (2l + 1) ∞∑ n=1 j_{l,n} cos^2[(π/2) √ 1 + (2j_{l,n}bt_0/a_0)^2] sinh^2(πj_{l,n}t_0/a_0)

. (46)

Recall that we have obtained formulae (41) and (45) neglecting the terms on the right of equations (16), and hence these formulae give the number of particles produced due to the squeezing effect. In general, the acceleration effect will give additional contribution to the particle creation. It is important to stress again that these two types of effects give additive contributions to first non-vanishing order of perturbation theory. As a result the formulae (41) and (45) as giving a part of the quanta number due to the squeezing effect are valid for more general situations, when additional contributions to the total number of particles have to be taken into account due to the acceleration effect.

By using the results given above for a scalar field we can obtain the number of produced particles in the physically more realistic electromagnetic case. For this note that electromagnetic field in a spherical cavity is a superposition of two types of modes: transverse electric (TE) and transverse magnetic (TM). The TE-modes correspond to the scalar modes with Dirichlet boundary condition (excluding the l = 0 mode) and TM-modes correspond to the scalar modes with mixed type (Robin) boundary condition

j_l(ωa) + ωaj^′_l(ωa) = 0, (47)

on the sphere surface r = a. Now the number of photons produced can be presented in the form

< in|N_{ln}|in >=< in|N^{(TE)}_{ln} |in > + < in|N^{(TM)}_{ln} |in >, l = 1, 2, ... (48)

where the first summand on the right is given by formulae (41) and (45), and the corresponding expressions for the second summand are obtained from these formulae by replacement j_{l,n} → γ_{l,n}, where ωa = γ_{l,n} are solutions to the equation (47).

4 Conclusion

In this paper we have considered the particle creation from the scalar vacuum by moving spherical boundary. For the general case the set of equations is derived for the instantaneous basis expansion coefficients and corresponding Bogoliubuv coefficients are considered. To solve these equations and to obtain the particle number, various approximations can be used. Here we use the adiabatic approximation, assuming small velocities for the sphere motion or large frequencies for the radiation quanta. Specific examples are considered when the number of particles produced can be explicitly found. The first one corresponds to the expansion or contraction of the sphere between two finite values of the radius, and second one corresponds to the pulse described by (44). The results for the electromagnetic field can be obtained by summing the contributions from TE and TM modes, corresponding to the scalar modes with Dirichlet and special Robin type boundary conditions. In general, when the acceleration effect in the particle creation cannot be neglected the formulae presented in previous section give only the squeezing parts of the total number of particles. To first non-vanishing order of perturbation theory the contributions from these two types of effects are additive.

Acknowledgments

This work has been completed during the stay of one of the authors (A. A. S.) at Sharif University of Technology. It is a pleasant duty for him to thank the Department of Physics and Prof. Reza Mansouri for kind hospitality.

References

[1] G. Plunien, B. Mueller and W. Greiner, Phys. Rep. 134, 87 (1986).

[2] V. M. Mostepanenko and N. N. Trunov, The Casimir effect and its applications (Oxford Science Publications, New York, 1997).

[3] K. A. Milton, in Applied Field Theory, ed. C. Lee, H. Min, and Q-H. Park (Chungbum, Seul, 1999) p.1, hep-th/9901011.

[4] N. D. Birrell and P. C. W. Davies, Quantum fields in curved space (Chambridge University Press, 1982).

[5] P. Candelas and D. Deutsch, Proc. Roy. Soc. A354, 79 (1977). [6] V. P. Frolov and Serebriany, J. Phys. A: Math. Gen. 12, 2415 (1979). [7] V. P. Frolov and Serebriany, J. Phys. A: Math. Gen. 13, 3205 (1980). [8] V. Frolov and D. Singh, Class. Quantum Grav., 16, 3693 (1999). [9] G. Calucci, J. Phys. A: Math. Gen. 25, 3873 (1992).

[10] R. Jauregui, C. Villarreal and S. Hacyan, Mod. Phys. Lett A10,7 (1995). [11] E. Sassaroli, Y. N. Srivastava and A. Widom, Phys. Rev. A50, 1027 (1994). [12] V. V. Dodonov and A. B. Klimov, Phys. Rev. A53, 2664 (1996). [13] A. Lambrecht, M. T. Jackel and S. Reynaud, Phys. Rev. Lett. 77, 615 (1996). [14] Jeong-Young Ji, Hyun-Hee Jung, Jong-Woong Park and Kwang-Sup Soh, Phys. Rev.

A56, 4440 (1997).

[15] R. Schutzhold, G. Plunien and G. Soff, Phys. Rev. A57, 2311 (1998). [16] V. V. Dodonov, J. Phys. A: Math. Gen. 31, 9835 (1998).

[17] J. Schwinger, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 90, 985, 2105, 4505, 7285 (1993); 91, 6473 (1994). [18] B. P. Barber, R. A. Hiller, R. Löfstedt and S. J. Putterman, Phys. Rep. 281, 65 (1997).

[19] C. Eberlein, Phys. Rev. A53, 2772 (1996).

[20] S. Liberati, M. Visser, F. Belgiorno and D. W. Sciama, J. Phys. A: Math. Gen. 33, 2251 (2000).

[21] K. A. Milton Casimir Energy for a Spherical Cavity in a Dielectric:Toward a Model for Sonoluminescence, hep-th/9510091.

[22] K. Milton and J. Ng, Phys. Rev. E57, 5504 (1998).

[23] S. Liberati, M. Visser, F. Belgiorno and D. W. Siama, Phys. Rev. D61, 085023 (2000).

[24] L. D. Landau and E. M. Lifshitz, Quantum Mechanics (Pergamon, Oxford, 1989).