arXiv:hep-th/0312224 v2 9 Feb 2004

IP/BBSR/2003-42 ROM2F/2003/35 USITP-03-13 hep-th/0312224

D-branes in the NS5 Near-horizon pp-Wave Background

S. F. Hassan^{a∗}, Rashmi R. Nayak^{b†} and Kamal L. Panigrahi^{c‡}

aDepartment of Physics, Stockholm University, AlbaNova University Centre, SE - 106 91 Stockholm, Sweden

bInstitute of Physics, Bhubaneswar 751 005, India

cDipartimento di Fisica, Universita’ di Roma “Tor Vergata” INFN, Sezione di Roma “Tor Vergata”, Via della Ricerca Scientifica 1 00133 Roma, Italy

Abstract

A class of Dp and Dp -D(p + 4) -brane solutions are constructed in the Penrose limit of the linear-dilaton geometry. The classical solutions are shown to break all space-time supersymmetries. In the worldsheet description, the branes preserve as many supersymmetries as D-branes in flat space. It is shown that these supersymmetries do not have zero modes on the worldsheet and hence do not admit local space-time realizations. This indicates that, unlike the perturbative spectrum, the D-brane spectrum of strings in the linear-dilaton pp-wave is not similar to the flat space case.

∗e-mail: fawad@physto.se
†e-mail: rashmi@iopb.res.in

‡e-mail: Kamal.Panigrahi@roma2.infn.it, INFN fellow

1 Introduction

String theory in plane wave backgrounds that arise as Penrose limits of certain nearhorizon geometries [1] is known to provide a holographic description of certain sectors of the dual field theory [2]. The Penrose limits of geometries of the form AdS_p × S^q lead to pp-wave/CFT correspondence and are of particular interest [2, 3, 4, 5]. The introduction of D-branes in the AdS_p × S^q and pp-wave space-times corresponds to considering defect conformal field theories on the dual side [6, 7, 8]. For D-brane classical solutions in such pp-wave backgrounds see also [9]-[17].

In this paper we are interested in a Penrose limit of the near horizon geometry of the NS5-brane (the linear-dilaton background) considered in [18, 19, 20]. String theory in this background is related, by a coordinate transformation, to the Nappi- Witten model [21] which is well studied (see, for example, [22, 23, 24]). In particular it is known that the worldsheet theory in the light-cone gauge can be mapped to a theory of strings in flat background by a simple field redefinition. However, as a result of the field redefinition, closed strings in the redefined theory have twisted boundary conditions that shift their oscillator frequencies.

In [20] it was argued that this pp-wave limit of the linear dilaton geometry contains the holographic description of a high-energy and large R-charge sector of the little string theory [25] that is dual to the linear dilaton space-time. The similarity of string theory in the linear-dilaton pp-wave to strings in flat background then suggested that the spectrum of little string theory in the high-energy and large R-charge regime is very similar to the spectrum of free strings in 10 dimensional flat space-time.

In this paper we consider D-branes embedded in the linear-dilaton pp-wave background. The purpose is to investigate to what extent the similarity with string theory in flat space-time persists. It is shown that significant differences arise in the way space-time supersymmetry is manifested. We consider a class of Dp-branes and (Dp- Dp^′)-branes that contain the light-cone directions of the pp-wave within their worldvolumes but share the transverse directions of the pp-wave. It is shown that the classical solutions do not preserve any space-time supersymmetry. On the other hand, in the worldsheet description, these D-branes are shown to preserve the same amount of supersymmetry as the corresponding D-branes in flat space. However, the associated supercharges do not contain zero-mode pieces and therefore do not have local realizations in space-time. One expects this to have implications for the analogue of the defect CFT in the context of little string theories. For related work on open strings in NS-NS pp-wave background see [26, 27, 28].

The paper is organized as follows: In section 2, we present Dp and (Dp-Dp^′ )- brane solutions in the background obtained as a Penrose limit of the NS5-brane nearhorizon geometry. In section 3, we show that these solutions break all space-time supersymmetries. In section 4, we describe the D1-brane in the light-cone worldsheet theory and show that while supersymmetry is preserved on the worldsheet it does not admit a local space-time realization. Section 5 contains our conclusions and discussions.

2 Classical solutions

In this section, we present classical solutions corresponding to Dp and Dp-Dp^′ branes in the plane wave background with constant NS-NS 3-form flux that arises as a Penrose limit of the near horizon geometry of the NS5-brane ([20]). The string frame metric, 3-form H and dilaton of the NS5-brane background are given by,

ds^2 = −dt^2 + dy^2_5 + f(r)(dr^2 + r^2(dθ^2 + cos^2 θdψ^2 + sin^2θdϕ^2)) ,

H = Nϵ_3 , e^{2ϕ} = g^2_s f(r) , f(r) = 1 + Nl^2_s r^2 , where ϵ_3 is the volume form on the transverse S_3 and N is the NS5-brane charge. The near-horizon geometry corresponds to the the limit r → 0 which removes the 1 in f(r) and, on rescaling the time, leads to the linear dilaton background,

ds^2 = Nl^2_s ( − dt̃^2 + dr^2 r^2

+ cos^2 θdψ^2 + dθ^2 + sin^2θdϕ^2) + dy^2_5 .

The Penrose limit is then taken with respect to the null geodesic along the equator (θ = 0) of the transverse S^3 resulting in the following expressions for the metric and NS-NS 3-form [20],

ds^2 = 2dx^+dx^− − μ^2(z^2_1 + z^2 )(dx^+)^2 +

∑_8 a=1 dz^adz^a , H_{+12} = 2μ .

(2.1)

This is the background that we are interested in. It is related to the Nappi-Witten model [21] by a coordinate transformation and has been recently discussed in the context of pp-waves in [18, 19, 20]. In particular it was argued in [20] that string theory in this background provides a holographic description of a high-energy and high R-charge sector of little string theory [25]. The NS-NS 2-form corresponding to the above background will be taken as

B_{+1} = μz^2 , B_{+2} = −μz^1 . (2.2)

This is related to other choices of the B-field by 2-form gauge transformations which are symmetries of the closed string sector but modify worldvolume gauge fields in the case of open strings.

We start by writing down the D-string solution where the brane worldvolume is along the light-cone directions of the plane wave,

ds^2 = f^{− 12}_1 [2dx^+dx^− − μ^2 2∑ i=1 z^2_i (dx^+)^2] + f^{12}_1 8∑ a=1 (dz^a)^2,

H_{+12} = 2μ , F_{+−a} = ∂_af^{−1}_1 ,

e^{2ϕ} = f_1 , f_1 = 1 +

N_1g_s l^6_s r^6

. (2.3)

For zero D-string charge this reduces to the pp-wave background (2.1) and for μ = 0 it gives the D-string in flat space. We have checked explicitly that the above solution satisfies type-IIB field equations. Since the light-cone directions of the pp-wave are within the brane worldvolume, it is possible to construct this solution in the light-cone worldsheet theory in terms of open-string boundary conditions. We will see below that in spite of its simple form, this solution does not preserve any space-time supersymmetry. The worldsheet origin of the absence of supersymmetry will be discussed later.

Other Dp-branes for 2 ≤ p ≤ 7 can be obtained by smearing the D-string along some of the transverse directions z^3 · · · z^8 and applying T -dualities. Since the D-string solution (2.3) does not preserve supersymmetries, smearing the background is not a priory justifiable (since it is not obvious that stable periodic arrays could be built). However, one can check that the resulting configurations satisfy the IIA or IIB equations of motion, as the case may be. Then, for example, the D3-brane solution in the NS5 pp-wave background is obtained by applying T -dualities along z^3 and z^4-directions,

ds^2 = f^{− 12}_3 [2dx^+dx^− − μ^2 2∑ i=1 z^2_i (dx^+)^2 + 4∑ α=3 (dz^α)^2] + f^{12}_3 8∑ a=1,2;5

(dz^a)^2 ,

H_{+12} = 2μ , F_{+−34a} = ∂_af^{−1}_3 , e^{2ϕ} = 1 , f_3 = 1 +

N_3g_s l^4_s r^4

, (2.4)

with f_3 being the harmonic function in the transverse 6-space.

Now we present classical solutions for intersecting branes of type (Dp − D(p + 4)) in the NS5 plane wave background. The classical solution for intersecting (D1 − D5)- branes is given by,

ds^2 = (f_1f_5)^{− 12} [2dx^+dx^− − μ^2 2∑ i=1 z^2_i (dx^+)^2]

+f^{12}_1 f^{− 12}_5 6∑ α=3 (dz^α)^2 + (f_1f_5)^{12} ∑ a=1,2,7,8 (dz^a)^2 ,

H_{+12} = 2μ , F_{+−a} = ∂_af^{−1}_1 , F_{abc} = ϵ_{abcd}∂_df_5 ,

e^{2ϕ} = f_1 f_5

, f_{1,5} = 1 +

N_{1,5}g_s l^2_s

r^2

. (2.5)

f_1 , f_5 are harmonic functions in the common transverse directions (z^1, z^2, z^7, z^8). We have checked that the above solution satisfies all type-IIB field equations.

Again, other solutions can be obtained from this by T-dualities, for example, the intersecting (D3 − D7)-branes configuration,

ds^2 = (f_3f_7)^{− 12} [2dx^+dx^− − μ^2 2∑ i=1 z^2_i (dx^+)^2 + 4∑ α=3 (dz^α)^2]

+f_3^{12} f_7^{− 12} 8∑ β=5 (dz^β )^2 + (f_3f_7)^{12} 2∑ i=1 (dz^i)^2 ,

H_{+12} = 2μ , F_{+−34i} = ∂_if^{−1}_3 , ∂_iχ = ϵ_{ij} ∂_j f_7

e^{2ϕ} = f^{−2}_7 , f_{3,7} = 1 + c ln r l , (2.6)

More intersecting brane solutions can be obtained by using T -dualities along z^3, · · · , z^8 directions in (2.5). D-branes intersecting at angle can also be obtained following [14, 29], however, we will skip these details.

3 Supersymmetry analysis of classical solutions

Let us now look at the supersymmetry of the D-brane solutions in the NS5 near-horizon plane wave by solving the type IIB Killing spinor equations. The supersymmetry variations of dilatino and gravitino fields of type IIB supergravity in the string frame are given by [30, 31], δλ_± = 1 2 (Γ^μ∂_μϕ ∓ 1 12 Γ^{μνρ}H_{μνρ})ϵ_± + 1 2 e^ϕ(±Γ^μF^{(1)}_μ + 1 12 Γ^{μνρ} F^{(3)}_{μνρ})ϵ_∓ , (3.1)

δΨ^±_μ = [ ∂_μ + 1 4 (w_{μÂB̂} ∓ 1 2 H_{μÂB̂} )Γ^{ÂB̂} ] ϵ_± + 1 8 e^ϕ [ ∓ Γ^λF^{(1)}_λ − 1 3! Γ^{λνρ}F^{(3)}_{λνρ} ∓ 1 2.5! Γ^{λνραβ} F^{(5)}_{λνραβ} ] Γ_μϵ_∓ , (3.2)

where μ, ν, ρ, λ are ten dimensional space-time indices, and hated indices refer to the Lorentz frame.

Note that for the background (2.1), the vanishing of the above supersymmetry variations leads to the Killing spinors,

ϵ^{(bg)}_± = e^{± μ2 x+ Γ^1^2} ϵ^{(0)}_± , Γ^{^+}ϵ^{(0)}_± = 0 , (3.3)

where ϵ^{(0)}_± are constant spinors.

As for the D-brane solutions (2.3)-(2.6) in the background (2.1), it suffices to analyze the basic D-string solution (2.3). The vanishing of the dilatino variations give f_{1,â} f_1

Γ^â ( ϵ_± − Γ^{^+ ^−}ϵ_∓ ) ∓ 2μ f^{−1/4}_1 Γ^{^+^1^2}ϵ_± = 0 , (3.4)

where hats denote Lorentz frame indices and â = 1 · · · 8. On multiplying by Γ^{^+} these reduce to Γ^{^+}(ϵ_+ + ϵ_−) = 0. Also, adding the upper and lower sign equations in (3.4) leads to Γ^{^+}(ϵ_+ − ϵ_−) = 0, while subtracting the two gives Γ^{^−}(ϵ_+ − ϵ_−) = 0. The only non-trivial solution of these equations is

ϵ_+ = ϵ_− = ϵ , Γ^{^+}ϵ = 0 . (3.5)

The second condition is a common feature of pp-wave backgrounds, while the first is enforced by the presence of the D-string. The only component of the gravitini variations consistent with the above is^1 δψ^±_− ≡ ∂_−ϵ_± + 1 8 f_{1,â} f^{5/4}_1

Γ^âΓ^{^+}ϵ_∓ = 0, (3.6)

giving ∂_−ϵ = 0. Among the remaining gravitini variations let us first consider

δψ^±_+ ≡ ∂_+ϵ_± + 1 8 f^{−5/4}_1 f_{1,â} Γ^â ( Γ^{^−} + 1 2 μ^2z_iz_iΓ^{^+} ) (ϵ_± − ϵ_∓) + 1 2 μ^2z_îf^{−1/4}_1 Γ^î Γ^{^+}ϵ_± ∓ μ 2 f^{−1/2}_1 Γ^{^1^2}ϵ_± = 0 . (3.7)

On imposing (3.5), these reduce to the two equations ∂_+ϵ ∓^μ_2 f^{−1/2}_1 Γ^{^1^2}ϵ = 0 which are clearly inconsistent which each other. Even if one of the above two equations is relaxed, the solution ϵ(x^+, x^a) is not consistent with the vanishing of the remaining gravitini variations, δψ^±_c ≡ ∂_cϵ_± − 1 8 δ_{cb̂} f_{1,â} f^{3/4}_1 ( Γ^{âb̂}ϵ_± + Γ^âΓ^{b̂}Γ^{^+ ^−}ϵ_∓ ) ∓ μ 2 δ_{cî}Γ^{^+î}ϵ_± = 0 , (3.8)

due to the specific form of its x^+-dependence. This shows that the D-string solution in equation (2.3) does not preserve any of the space-time supersymmetries. Similarly one can show that, for the same reasons as above, the intersecting D-brane solutions in the NS5 pp-wave background presented in the previous section also do not preserve any space-time supersymmetry. This may sound a little puzzling since the worldsheet theory in the background (2.1) is closely related to the theory in flat space-time. Below we will see that the small difference between the two is enough to destroy all space-time supersymmetries in the D-brane sector.

4 Worldsheet analysis of D-brane supersymmetry

String propagation in the NS5 pp-wave background is related to the Nappi-Witten model [21] and has been extensively studied [19, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28]. The worldsheet theory is greatly simplified in the light-cone Green-Schwarz description where by a field redefinition the action reduces to that of strings in flat space-time. The similarity of closed string spectrum in this pp-wave background to that in flat space-time has been emphasized in the context of the dual little string theory [20]. However, as we have seen above, at the level of classical solutions, the supersymmetry of D-brane excitations is very different from flat background. We now discuss this issue for the D-string solution from the worldsheet point of view. The other cases are similar.

1In our conventions, Γ^{^+ ^−}Γ^{^+} = −Γ^{^+}Γ^{^+ ^−} = Γ^{^+} and Γ^{^+ ^−}Γ^{^−} = −Γ^{^−}Γ^{^+ ^−} = −Γ^{^−}.

The light-cone gauge Green-Schwarz action for strings in the linear dilaton background (2.1) can be worked out using the IIB GS action in [32] or can be directly read off from [24], as^2 S = ∫ d^2σ

[^2∑ i=1 (∂_+X^i∂_−X^i − m^2X^iX^i) − 2m (X^1∂_σX^2 − X^2∂_σX^1) + 8∑ a=3 ∂_+X^a∂_−X^a

+i (S^T_L ∂_−S_L + m 2 S^T_L γ^{12}S_L) + i (S^T_R ∂_+S_R − m 2 S^T_R γ^{12}S_R) ] . (4.1)

Here S_{L,R} are SO(8) spinors in, say, 8_s, m = μp^+ and ∂_± = ∂_τ ± ∂_σ . For closed strings the boundary conditions are periodicity in the X’s and S_{L,R}. For open strings, the boundary terms in the variation of the action can be set to zero by the D1-brane boundary conditions

δX^i|_{σ=0,π} = 0 , δX^a|_{σ=0,π} = 0 , S_L − ΩS_R|_{σ=0,π} , (Ω^T Ω = 1) , (4.2)

which are imposed for all τ . Ω is a constant matrix to be determined by the requirement that supersymmetry transformations keep the boundary conditions invariant.

The action (4.1) can be recast as a flat-space action by field redefinitions. In the bosonic sector the required transformation is a rotation by an angle mσ [23],

Y^1 + iY^2 = e^{imσ}(X^1 + iX^2) . (4.3)

As for the fermions, there are two possible choices. For closed strings, where boundary conditions do not relate S_L and S_R, it is convenient to use

S_L = exp(− m 2 τ γ^{12})Ŝ^{closed}_L , S_R = exp( m 2 τ γ^{12})Ŝ^{closed}_R . (4.4) Then, Ŝ^{closed}_L (τ + σ) and Ŝ^{closed}_R (τ − σ) satisfy the free field equations with periodic boundary conditions along σ. In the light-cone gauge, the zero mode part of these can be written entirely in terms of the space-time variable X^+ = p^+τ which is consistent with the structure of Killing spinors of the NS5 pp-wave background (3.3).

However for open strings where (4.2) should hold for all τ , we find it convenient to define Ŝ_{L,R} = exp(−m 2 σγ^{12})S_{L,R} , (4.5)

which is a spinor representation of (4.3). The action then takes the form S = ∫ d^2σ

[^2∑ i=1 ∂_+Y^i∂_−Y^i + 8∑ a=3 ∂_+X^a∂_−X^a + i (Ŝ^T_L ∂_−Ŝ_L + Ŝ^T_R ∂_+Ŝ_R) ] . (4.6)

2For the B-field we use the form (2.2) which, for closed strings, is equivalent to other choices related to it by 2-form gauge transformations, e.g., B_{12} = 2μx^+. For open strings there is some ambiguity which we fix by using (2.2) and setting the worldvolume gauge fieldstrength to zero. This is consistent with our classical solution and allows fixing the light-cone gauge on the worldsheet.

The equations of motion are solved by Ŝ_L(τ + σ), Ŝ_R(τ − σ) and Y^i = Y^i_L(τ + σ) + Y^i_R(τ − σ) subject to boundary conditions that follow from (4.2).

This action is invariant under the full set of supersymmetry transformations generated by spinors η̂_L(τ + σ), η̂_R(τ − σ) in the 8_s and the spinors ϵ̂_{L,R} in the 8_c of SO(8) subject to boundary conditions (see for example [36]). Explicitly, one has the flat background kinematic supersymmetries,

δ_ηŜ_L = η̂_L , δ_ηŜ_R = η̂_R , (4.7)

and the dynamical supersymmetries (i = 1, 2; a = 3, · · · 8),

δ_ϵŜ_R = −(∂_−Y^iγ_i + ∂_−X^aγ_a)ϵ̂_R , δ_ϵŜ_L = (∂_+Y^iγ_i + ∂_+X^aγ_a)ϵ̂_L , (4.8)

δ_ϵY^i = 2i(ϵ̂^T_Rγ^iŜ_R − ϵ̂^T_Lγ^iŜ_L) , δ_ϵX^a = 2i(ϵ̂^T_Rγ^aŜ_R − ϵ̂^T_Lγ^aŜ_L) . (4.9)

The boundary conditions (4.2) along with the invariance of the action (4.6) under the above supersymmetry transformations lead to the following boundary conditions on the redefined flat-space quantities,

∂_τ Y^i|_{σ=0,π} = 0 , Ŝ_L − Ω̂Ŝ_R|_{σ=0,π} , η̂_L − Ω̂η̂_R|_{σ=0,π} , ϵ̂_L − Ω̂ϵ̂_R|_{σ=0,π} , (4.10)

where Ω̂ = exp(−mσγ^{12}/2)Ω exp(mσγ^{12}/2). It is easy to verify that the supersymmetry transformations (4.9) keep the boundary conditions invariant provided Ω = Ω̂ = 1.

Thus from the worldsheet point of view, the D-string in the NS5 pp-wave background has as many space-time supersymmetries as the D-string in flat space. However, when written in terms of the variables X^i and S_{L,R}, it becomes evident that all these supersymmetry transformations acquire a dependence on the worldsheet coordinate σ in such a way that they do not contain σ-independent zero-mode pieces. Explicitly, the supersymmetry transformations in terms of the original variables become,

δ_ηS_L = η_L , (4.11) δ_ηS_R = η_R , (4.12) δ_ϵS_R = −(∂_−X^iγ^i + ∂_−X^aγ_a − m ϵ_{ij} X^iγ^j ) ϵ_R , (4.13) δ_ϵS_L = (∂_+X^iγ_i + ∂_+X^aγ_a + m ϵ_{ij} X_iγ^j ) ϵ_L , (4.14) δ_ϵX^i = 2i(ϵ^T_Rγ^iS_R − ϵ^T_Lγ^iS_L) , (4.15)

which are compatible with the boundary conditions (4.2). The transformation parameters η and ϵ are related to η̂ and ϵ̂ by equations similar to (4.5). That these do not contain σ-independent pieces (zero-modes along the string) is easy to see. For example, before imposing the boundary condition, η_{L,R} have zero modes,

(η_L)_0 = 1 2 (1 − iγ^{12})η̂_{L,−}^m_2 e^{−imτ /2} + 1 2 (1 + iγ^{12})η̂_{L,}^m_2 e^{imτ /2} , (4.16)

(η_R)_0 = 1 2 (1 − iγ^{12})η̂_{R,}^m_2 e^{imτ /2} + 1 2 (1 + iγ^{12})η̂_{R,−}^m_2 e^{−imτ /2} , (4.17) where η̂_n are the oscillators in the expansion of η̂. But for the boundary condition η_L − η_R|_{σ=0,π} = 0 to hold at all τ , one must have,

(1 + iγ^{12})η̂_{L,}^m_2 = (1 − iγ^{12})η̂_{R,}^m_2 , (1 − iγ^{12})η̂_{L,−}^m_2 = (1 + iγ^{12})η̂_{R,−}^m_2 ,

It is easy to see that the solutions to these equations, when substituted back in (4.16) and (4.17), lead to (η_L)_0 = 0 , (η_R)_0 = 0 . (4.18)

Thus the supersymmetry transformations that are consistent with the boundary conditions do not have zero modes. In other words, this means that the supercharges do not contain σ-independent components and therefore cannot be expressed in terms of space-time variables alone. Consequently the worldsheet supersymmetries of D1-brane in NS5 pp-wave background are not manifest in the space-time description, consistent with the space-time supersymmetry analysis. Similar situations were encountered in [9] in more involved setups. The example considered here is the simplest and most drastic realization of the phenomenon.

In fact, situations where worldsheet symmetries do not lead to space-time symmetries due the σ-dependence of charges (or equivalently, absence of zero modes in the transformation) have been known for a long time, mostly in relation to T-duality. An example where symmetries and supersymmetries at the current algebra level do not have a space-time realization was discussed in [33] and its relation to T-duality was clarified in [34]. The more general situation where supersymmetry transformations could acquire a σ-dependence as a result of T-duality was analyzed in [35]. In all these cases the symmetry exists at the worldsheet level but is not locally realized on the space-time fields.

5 Summary and Discussion

We have constructed Dp-brane solutions in the background of a pp-wave limit of the linear dilaton geometry. The configurations are such that the light-cone directions of the pp-wave fall within the worldvolume of the D-brane and the directions transverse to the pp-wave are also transverse to the brane. It is shown that these classical solutions do not preserve any space-time supersymmetry.

Such branes can also be constructed in the worldsheet theory in the pp-wave background. In the light-cone gauge, this can be mapped to a theory of strings in flat space-time by simple field redefinitions. It is shown that in the worldsheet description, the D-branes preserve as much supersymmetry as the corresponding D-branes in flat space-time. The contradiction between the space-time and worldsheet results is resolved by showing that all Fourier modes of the allowed supersymmetry parameters depend on the worldsheet coordinate σ, while a local description in terms of space-time fields should be blind to the extension of the string. As a result it is not possible to express any mode of the supersymmetry parameters in terms of the space-time variables alone, hence the absence of ordinary space-time supersymmetry. This is similar to certain situations discussed in [9] and in fact provides the simplest and most drastic example of this effect. More generally, this is an example of a phenomenon encountered earlier in the context of T-duality [33, 34, 35].

String theory in the linear dilaton pp-wave background is argued to provide a holographic description of a certain high-energy and large R-charge sector of the associated little string theory [20]. The spectrum in this sector was argued to be similar to the spectrum of closed strings in flat 10-dimensional space based on the similarity between the latter and closed strings on the linear dilaton background. However, our discussion shows that this similarity does not extend to string spectrum in the presence of D-branes in a straightforward way. It is interesting to investigate the consequence of this for the defect CFT analogue the little string theory.

Our results can be compared with earlier work on D-branes in the pp-wave limit of AdS_3 × S^3 geometry with NS-NS 3-form background [12, 28]. In this case the structure of the NS-NS 3-form is such that the classical solutions preserve some supersymmetries. An inspection of the worldsheet theory along the lines discussed in section 4 shows that the same feature of the NS-NS 3-form also insures that some of the worldsheet fermions have zero modes resulting in the observed space-time supersymmetries. The fate of the remaining supersymmetries is as discussed above.

Acknowledgment:

We would like to thank B. Eden, Ya. Stanev and especially M. Bianchi and A. Sagnotti for various useful discussions. The research of K.P. was supported in part by I.N.F.N., by the E.C. RTN programs HPRN-CT-2000-00122 and HPRN-CT-2000- 00148, by the INTAS contract 99-1-590, by the MURST-COFIN contract 2001-025492 and by the NATO contract PST.CLG.978785.

References

[1] M.Blau, J.Figuero-O’Farrill, C. Hull and G. Papadopoulos, JHEP 0201, (2000) 047 [hep-th/0110242]

M.Blau, J.Figuero-O’Farrill and G. Papadopoulos, Class. Quant. Grav.19, L87 (2002) [hep-th/0201081] M.Blau, J.Figuero-O’Farrill and G. Papadopoulos, Class.Quant.Grav. 19 (2002) 4753 [hep-th/0202111].

[2] D. Berenstein, J. Maldacena and H. Nastase, JHEP 0204 (2002) 013 [hep-th/0202021].

[3] N. Itzhaki, I. R. Klebanov and S. Mukhi, JHEP 0203, 048 (2002) [hep-th/0202153].

[4] J. Gomis, L. Motl and A. Strominger, JHEP 0211 (2002) 016 [arXiv:hep-th/0206166].

[5] E. Gava and K. S. Narain, JHEP 0212 (2002) 023 [arXiv:hep-th/0208081]. [6] C. Bachas and M. Petropoulos, JHEP 0102 (2001) 025 [arXiv:hep-th/0012234]. [7] A. Karch and L. Randall, JHEP 0105 (2001) 008 [arXiv:hep-th/0011156]. [8] A. Karch and L. Randall, JHEP 0106 (2001) 063 [arXiv:hep-th/0105132]. [9] K. Skenderis and M. Taylor, JHEP 0206 (2002) 025 [hep-th/0204054].

K. Skenderis and M. Taylor, Nucl. Phys. B665 (2003) 3 [hep-th/0211011]. K. Skenderis and M. Taylor, JHEP 0307 (2003) 006 [arXiv:hep-th/0212184].

[10] P. Bain, P. Meessen and M. Zamaklar, Class. Quant. Grav. 20 (2003) 913 [hep-th/0205106].

[11] M. Alishahiha and A. Kumar, Phys. Lett. B542 (2002) 130 [hep-th/0205134]. [12] A. Biswas. A. Kumar and K. L. Panigrahi, Phys. Rev. D66 (2002) 126002 [hep-th/0208042].

[13] R. R. Nayak, Phys.Rev. D67 (2003) 086006 [hep-th/0210230]. [14] A. Kumar, R. R. Nayak and Sanjay, Phys. Lett. B541 (2002) 183 [hep-th/0204025].

[15] K. L. Panigrahi and Sanjay, Phys.Lett. B561 (2003) 284 [hep-th/0303182] [16] R. R. Nayak and K. L. Panigrahi, Phys. Lett. B 575 (2003) 325 [arXiv:hep-th/0310219].

[17] N. Ohta, K. L. Panigrahi and Sanjay, Nucl. Phys. B 674 (2003) 306 [arXiv:hep-th/0306186].

[18] J. Gomis and H. Ooguri, Nucl. Phys. B 635 (2002) 106 [arXiv:hep-th/0202157]. [19] E. Kiritsis and B. Pioline, JHEP 0208 (2002) 048 [arXiv:hep-th/0204004]. [20] V. E. Hubeny, M. Rangamani and E. Verlinde, JHEP 0210 (2002) 020 [arXiv:hep-th/0205258].

[21] C. R. Nappi and E. Witten, Phys. Rev. Lett. 71 (1993) 3751 [arXiv:hep-th/9310112].

[22] E. Kiritsis and C. Kounnas, Phys. Lett. B 320 (1994) 264 [Addendum-ibid. B 325 (1994) 536] [arXiv:hep-th/9310202].

[23] P. Forgacs, P. A. Horvathy, Z. Horvath and L. Palla, Heavy Ion Phys. 1 (1995) 65 [arXiv:hep-th/9503222].

[24] J. G. Russo and A. A. Tseytlin, JHEP 0204 (2002) 021 [arXiv:hep-th/0202179]. [25] M. Berkooz, M. Rozali and N. Seiberg, Phys.Lett. B408 (1997) 105, [hep-th/9704089].

N. Seiberg, Phys.Lett. B408 (1997) 98, [hep-th/9705221].

[26] H. Takayanagi and T. Takayanagi, JHEP 0205 (2002) 012 [arXiv:hep-th/0204234]. [27] Y. Hikida and Y. Sugawara, JHEP 0206 (2002) 037 [arXiv:hep-th/0205200]. [28] Y. Michishita, JHEP 0210 (2002) 048 [arXiv:hep-th/0206131]. [29] J. C. Breckenridge, G. Michaud and R. C. Myers, Phys. Rev. D 56 (1997) 5172 [arXiv:hep-th/9703041].

[30] J. H. Schwarz, Nucl. Phys. B 226 (1983) 269.

[31] S. F. Hassan, Nucl. Phys. B 568 (2000) 145 [arXiv:hep-th/9907152]. [32] M. Cvetic, H. Lu, C. N. Pope and K. S. Stelle, Nucl. Phys. B 573 (2000) 149 [arXiv:hep-th/9907202].

[33] I. Antoniadis, S. Ferrara and C. Kounnas, Nucl. Phys. B 421 (1994) 343 [arXiv:hep-th/9402073].

[34] I. Bakas and K. Sfetsos, Phys. Lett. B 349 (1995) 448 [arXiv:hep-th/9502065]. [35] S. F. Hassan, Nucl. Phys. B 460 (1996) 362 [arXiv:hep-th/9504148]. [36] M. B. Green, J. H. Schwarz and E. Witten, “Superstring Theory. Vol. 1: Introduction,” Cambridge University Press.